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would per- First, there is the problem of a “back- Won in a war which has for years now 

'• Vrelionnry al- up” for a magistrate who is ill* or tem- eroded the moral sensib hides of our 

s • i ( * <r for a re- porarily away from his station on busi- Nation. 

' 5 V"' » list co in those ness or vacation. Some courts have re- Our Vietnam policymakers under both 

' X rlou is too small quested authority to appoint a second Presidents Johnson and Mix on have as- 
' ‘ - 1 basis for com- part-time magistrate at some locations sured the American people that all we 
v rllowancc for the at a nominal salary to arraign defend- seek for South Vietnam u; the- right of 
' , rr( j' ants and set bail in the absence of the “self-determination." But is “self-detCr- 

rrI 'p(i IrrMatfon, the regular magistrate— a function which a initiation” really possible a*, long as the 
' - Mhich are at pres- full-time referee in bankruptcy might United States spends millions or dollars 
re will be appll- well perform. Second, certain language in promoting the interest' oi the govern- 
' rii "’will represent an in the Magistrates Act and in the Bank- ment in power in Vietnam, doing cvcry- 
, ' mure rates for re- ruptcy Act seems to prohibit a court from thing possible to convince the Vietnamese 
' ’ th ‘ n C fTcct of in- combining a position of part-time ref- people that the Thieu government is 

" ' *j )n range of the erec in bankruptcy with a position of their friend and protector? When the 

;*y\ imdirr rates to the part-time magistrate, in order that it Victcong and North Vietnamese view 
retributions may have one full-time officer rather the magnitude of the U S. propaganda 

' \ ilov mccs for trustees than two part-time officers. It is the view and aid effort in Vietnam, there is little 
, * d with this proposal, of the Judicial Conference of the United wonder that they arc skeptical about 
' nnrc j n which the States and its Committees on Bank- repeated promises of free elections. I 
„ 0 are applicable ruptcy Administration and the Imple- think my colleagues are generally aware 

ncrcn^c in the custodial mentation of the Federal Magistrates of the importance of the mass media in 
, i unnecessary for the Act that it would be in the interest of election campaigns. Doe: anyone believe 
‘ t be duties of the re- good judicial administration to permit that opposition candidates, assuming 
fairly compensate him full-time referees in bankruptcy to per- that genuine opposition candidates are 
' form magistrate duties and to authorize allowed, will be given equal lime and 

* increases would apply a full-time combination position of ref- treatment on Vietnamese radio and 
vcasesinitiatcdsub.se- * eree In bankruptcy. V television or in the other U S. -financed 

, j.qnjcnt of the proposed — — -<K information programs, when the basic 

By Mr. CIIUKCH; • purpose of all these programs has been 

... tijjl was approved by the S. 1397. A bill to amend the U.S. In- to win the Vietnamese people over to the 
’..rr.-l m e of the United States fornmuon and Educational Exchange Thieu government's side. 

'»ir*19<0 session Act of 1948 to impose restrictions on in- It is all very well to cull for free and 

1 formation activities outside the United’ open elections; it is an appealing slogan. 


T Vr HUHDICK: States of Government agencies. Re- t But when it comes to specifics as to who 

.. - \ u;]) to amend section 35 of ferred to the Committee on Foreign Re- ’ controls the campaign machinery, the 

fc.^.icy Act U1 U.S:c. 63) and lations. mass media, and the election process, 

^ \ 634 of title 28, United fboiiiditing the united states from engag- “free and open" is likely to look very 

* j.vi r y to permit full-time referees ing in propaganda activities fob foreign much like “government controlled.” Lack 

i mm* * fry to perform the duties of governments of credibility as to U.3. intentions has 

irate. Referred to the Com- ‘ Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President, last year always been a major problem in com- 

„ r,» the Judiciary, the Committee on Foreign Relations held municating with the other side. The con- 

V* nUtDlCK. Mr. President, I intro- a series of hearings on the operation of trast between what is said by our Gov- 
m t t r appropriate reference, S, 1396, U.S. advisory and assistance programs .eminent concerning free elections and 
> the Bankruptcy Act to permit in Vietnam. The hearings revealed a what we, in fact, do in promoting the in- 

‘ referees in bankruptcy to per- great dea] concerning the nature and ex- terests of President Thieu demonstrates 
. if f duties of a U.S. magistrate. tent of our involvement in the internal that tlie problem is far from being re- 
» f ederal Magistrates Act, approved affairs of that country. Today, I wish to solved. The United States should make it 
(■* \ »<r 17. 19(18, 82 Stat. 1107, provides discuss briefly one of the most insidious clear to all concerned that it will take 
:m; mth the approval of the Judicial of those programs and to introduce legis- a strictly neutral position in the coming 
f tf.hffiKC of the United States “a part- lation to correct the underlying policy, election in Vietnam. To do so it must 

t. *r rrfrrrc in bankruptcy — may be ap- I refer to the propaganda services which gear its activities to aiding the people, 

•* !rd to serve as a part-time magis- our Government renders on behalf of the government. One of the most 

fiif," find authorizes the Conference to Vietnam. obvious ways to demonstrate neutrality 

i i!ir lurrcgate amount of compensa- Traditionally, American citizens have * s t0 cease assisting the Thieu govern- 

i. n lo be received for performing the viewed with great suspicion anything ment on propaganda programs. 

<r.t :«o ol part-time magistrate and part- that suggests the creation of an official Mr. President, sinen 3 was first elected 
vrr referee in bankruptcy” 28 U.S.C, Government information agency. And to the Senate, I have told the people of 
*>l Hie act. however, does not authorize rightfully so. They realize that Govern- Idaho that I would not support legisla- 
* fail-time rereree in bankruptcy to per- ment information programs cannot be tion which would authorize the Federal 
r the duties of a part-time U.S. mag- divorced from political propaganda de- Treasury to pay the campaign expenses of 

v‘nde. In addition, section 35 of the signed to serve partisan or personal pur- nationally elected officials. I do not feel 

rvjkruptcy Act, pertaining to qualifica- poses. Germany's experience under that the taxpayers of this Nation should 
fc-.m for referees in bankruptcy, provides Goebbcls lingers in the American mem- support my campaigns or the campaigns 
:n part that an individual shall not be ^ory. of others for public office. I feel even more 

*' rible for appointment as a referee Yet in Vietnam the U.S, Informati on strongly that our Nation’s taxpayers 

u!jr*A he is “not holding any office of A gqncy. which was created to promote should not provide support to foreign 

WvlU or emolument under the laws of better understanding of our country political leaders in their attempts to gain 

ffi* United States or of any State or sub- abroad, is now en gaged in a massive favor with their own people, 

dfiidnn thereof other than conciliation campaign, ifgl^ ^evgry t ool of th e jcomT I ask unanimous consent to have 
commissioner or special master under munic^lon~aiT ? f: 't b sell tfle Tlheu Gov-_ printed in the Record following my re- 
ihh title” Exceptions to this provision eminent to the people of Vietnam? marks the transcript of the Foreign Rela- 
made only in the case of a part-time Throtlgfl WSifiTOTOH-kna radio, and news- tions Committee hearing of March 19, 
frirrcc in bankruptcy. papers, magazines, and leaflets by the 1970, concerning US fA operations in 

In the design and organization of the tens of millions, the USIA is teamed Vietnam. Nowhere m that act is there 
nrw system of U.S. magistrates two dif- ' up with military psychological warfare authority, direct or indirect, for any gov- 
ncuHles have arisen which would be specialists to inflict on the people of ernment agency to engage in propa- 
»mcllorated in part if a full-time referee Vietnam the kind of official propaganda ganda compaign to 1 itcreajiffiu n derst an a - 
m bankruptcy were authorized to per- system that we refuse to allow in our igg between a foreign government ang, 
form the duties of a U.S. magistrate, own country. It is the ultimate corrup- ttie people it governs. The simple fact is 
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that the U.S, Information Jigency has 
assumed authority not fconflirred on it 
by the Congress. xlx - 

I am introducing today a bill that will 
correct some of the abuses revealed in 
1 the hearing last year. The bill contains 
two simple provisions: 

First. It prohibits the U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency, or any other U.S. agency, 
from assisting in the preparation or dis- 
semination of information for a foreign 
government; and 

Second. It requires that the USIA 
imprint, or the imprint of the appropri- 
ate agency, appear on any publication 
prepared for distribution abroad. The 
testimony last year revealed that the 
USIA 1ms published a number of prop- 
aganda booklets in English concerning . 
. Vietnam — but without any mark as to 
their origin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Al- 
len). Without objection, it is so ordered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 

Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President, the 
Smith -Mundt Act, the basic statutory 
authority for operation of the Govern- 
ment's overeas information programs, 
states that the objectives of the act are 
“to enable the Government of the United 
States to promote a better understanding 
of the United States in other countries, 
and to increase mutual understanding 
between the people of the United States 
and the people of other countries." 

Mr. President, it is a sign of the times 
that the hearing which revealed the ex- 
tent of U.SJ.A.'s selling efforts in behalf 
of the Thieu government failed to bring 
any appreciable public reaction. Appar- 
ently, the war has so numbed the Amer- 
ican conscience that it is incapable of 
being shocked further over anything in- 
volving Vietnam. One of the most tragic 
aspects of the war is that we seem to have 
lost our capacity for indignation and out- 
rage over our continued involvement in 
a lamc-duclc war which has never in- 
volved our vital interests. The use of our 
taxpayers' millions to package and sell 
the Thieu government, like a bar of soap, 
to its own people, is the ultimate hypoc- 
risy. It should be stopped. 

Exhibit 1 

Vietnam; Policy and Prospects, 1970 — U.S. 
Assistance on Information Matters and 
U.S. Psychological or Propaganda Opera- 
tions, Thursday, March 19, 1970 

Chairman. The next witness is Mr. 
Edward J. Nickel. 

Swearing in of witnesses 
Mv, f Nickel, in keeping with the procedure 
followed In the previous hearings involving 
personnel brought back from Vietnam, in 
order that I show no partiality In this mat- 
ter, I will ask you and your associates who 
may be called upon to testify to be sworn 


-6 




TESTIMONY OF EDWARD J. NICKEL, DIRECTOR, 
JOINT U.S. PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE, SAIGON, 
AND OTIS E. HAYS, OFFICE OF USIA ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR FOR EAST A£IA AND PACIFIC 

Mr. Nickel. Mr. Chairman, I would like 
first to described briefly the office in Saigon 
' which I head. It Is called the Joint U.S. Pub- 
lic Atrairs Office or JUSPAO. Tltla Office, 
which was established In 1905, Includes 
American military and civilian personnel and 
its functions are; 

To provide policy guidance for all U.S. 
■psychological operations in Vietnam. 

To provide media materials In support odf 
U.S. policy In Vietnam to the U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency for use In third countries. 

To perfom the normal USIS cultural and 
Information mission. 

To provide assistance to the Government 
of the Republic of Vietnam (GVN) to Im- 
prove Ite public information programs. 

Assistance provided by JUSPAO 
I will confine my statement to a descrip- 
tion Of this last function. JUSPAO’s efforts 
In this regard can be grouped in four cate- 
gories ; 

First, assistance In the construction and 
operation of mass media communication 
facilities Including the national radio net- 
work and the national television network. 

Second, assistance In the improvement of 
personnel, training, organization, method- 
ology, and the equipping of the Ministry of 
Information’s field organization called the 
Vietnamese Information Service (VIS). 

Third, assistance in the production of in- 
formation materials by the Government’s 
mass media and by the Vietnamese Informa- 
tion Service. 

Four til, assistance through joint planning 
and Joint production of information mate- 
rials by JUSPAO and the Ministry of In- 
formation to support the Government’s paci- 
fication and development programs. 

Additionally, Mr. Chairman, JUSPAO Indi- 
rectly Influences the psychological warfare 
activities of the Vietnamese Armed Forces 
because we provide policy guidance for psy- 
chological operations to the U.S. Military 
Assistance Command (MACV) which assists 
the Vietnamese Armed Forces in this field. 

These categories of assistance cover a wide 
range of cooperative efforts to which the 
U.S. Government and the GVN contribute 
staff, funds, and equipment. Tho number of 
personnel and the amounts of money con- 
tributed by each side havo varied from year 
to year. However, In the Inst year and a half 
we in JUSPAO have begun to establish ter- 
minal dates for several assistance operations, 
and to transfer greater responsibility for 
others to the Government of Vietnam. This 
process is related to tho overall effort to re 


support and our production of media mat*, 
rials is reduced. But, in the category 0 * 
printed materiel, the GVN In the near future 
will not be able to take over all of oir 
present production. We believe this aitus- 
tlon will bo partially offset when tho radb 
and television networks are completed and 
when more Vietnamese Information Servlet 
personnel have been trained in face-to-fac? 
communicatlon*trchnlque3. We are planning 
now to increase this type of training. 

For some time the GVN has lacked trained 
and experienced personnel needed to sustol: 
effective information programs. Our trainin; 
programs and support have helped alleviate 
this problem tc some degree. However, many 
of those trained have been drafted for mili- 
tary service. Mass communications skills win 
continue to be in short supply in Soulli 
Vietnam for some time. 


1970 pacification and development program 
Lately the GVN has manifested an Increas- 
ing understanding of the importance of de- 
veloping better lines of communication with 
the people, especially those in rural areaj 
The 1970 pacification and development pro- 
gram expresses this awareness by making 
the goal of establishing an effective informa- 
tion system one of its eight national objec- 
tives. The realization of that goal could mnb 
an Important contribution to successful com- 
munication between the Government and tin 
governed. 

Other objectives of the 1D70 plan are de- 
signed to encourage Increased participation 
by citizens in the governmental process and 
to encourage local Initiative. 

Among the substantive programs of the 
plan are land reform; elections at the local, 
provincial, and national levels; recruitment 
of citizens in local militia forces with armi 
provided by the Government; and Govern- 
ment grants of village self-holp funds tc be 
used for development projects the villager* 
themselves deshe. A large part of the GVN 
information effort in 1970 and U.S. support 
for it is being devoted to publicizing these 
programs and encouraging tho South Viet- 
namese citizens to participate in them. 

I would like to describe some of our asslsU 
ance projects and to indicate our plans for 
reducing them ns the GVN assumes Increas- 
ing responsibility for them. 

U.S. assistance in radio 
Between tho years 1052 and 1004, the VS 
financed the purchase of low- and medium- 
power radio transmitters to help tho GVN to 
set up stations iu various parts of the coun- 
try or to increase the signal strength of 
existing s tali oil,. Tho cost to the United 
Slates of this equipment was about $U 
million. Australia contributed a high-powered 


place the U.S. contribution to tho war effort ■ 8tatlon through tho Colombo plan. 


wltli an increased Vietnamese contribution. 

Be duct ion of JUSPAO contributions 
JUSPAO is presently in tho process of de- 
fining specific reductions in its cbntrlbutkms 
of personnel, money, and equipment. By 
the end of tho current fiscal year American 
civilian positions will be reduced l>y 31 (from 
132 to 101); American military positions by 
11 (from 118 to 107); Vietnamese positions 
by 42 (from 385 to 343); third-country na- 


at this point. Would you please stand and tionals by eight (from 12 to 4). As the GVN 


raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear tha/t the testimony 
which you are about to give will be, to the 
best of your knowledge, the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
yoiuGocl? 

Mr. Nickel. I do. 

Mr. Osborne. I do. 

Mr. Hays. I do. 

Tho Chairman. You have a prepared state- 
ment, I believe. Mr. Nickel? 

Mr. Nick ix. I do, sir. 

The Chairman. Would you proceed, please, 
sir. . 


absorbs more of our currently joint opera- 
tions. more American positions will be elimi- 
nated. 

Our support in the information field should 
be completely terminated by the middle of 
1972. Sonic projects will bo completed ear- 
lier. For instance, the terminal date for the 
television project .,Js Juno 1971. Radio con- 
struction will be completed in tho spring of 
1971. However, technical training needed to 
operate the new radio network will require an ' 
■additional year. 

Our rol« increasingly will become more 
and more an advisory one as our financial 


However, the collection of stations was 
never quite a network and its range was 
still Inadequate. As the paco of the war 
stepped up 5 yearn ago, tho United States 
began a project i- lined at providing the GVN 
with an integrated radio network capabk 
of reaching 95 percent of Vietnam’s popula- 
tion, rather than the .05 percent possibly 
reachable with varying - quality signals and 
programing through the then existing grou]» 
of stations. Feasibility studies were followed 
by preconstruction architectural and engi- 
neering studies. These were almost com- 
pleted when tlie 1908 Tet attacks took place 
In those attacks transmitters at Hue and 
Ban Me Thuob were badly damaged as won’ 
studios and other Installations in Salt; 011 
and Qut Niton. 

As a result of those attacks, the United 
States and GVN decided ngainst construct- 
ing a 12-stution network in favor of a net- 
work of four stations of higher power. This 
change was dictated by security and man- 
power considerations. It was felt It would 
bo easier to protect lour installations than l-\ 
and also to staff them. The coverage of t-ho 
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nnpulfttlon would be the same in either 
more than 05 percent. 

That four-station network is now being 
built and will he complete 1 year from now 
at ft cost of approximately $G.B million ill 
US funds. Technical training for operation 
nncl maintenance of the new network will 
continue for 1 year after construction Is com- 

plctetl • 

1 An additional sum equivalent to about $1 
million In GVN -owned but Jointly controlled 
counterpart funds Js being used in the proj- 

The rest of the GVN contribution to this 
project is an indirect one, largely in the form 
of Its budget for radio operations, Includ- 
ing the salaries of a staff of 4G4 personnel. In 
that budget was the equivalent of 
ntjou't $750,000. This figure has increased 
Firndlly in the past 6 yeara. Tills year the 
budget Is the equivalent of about $1.7 mil- 
lion. 

We believe the quality of programing has 
Improved during that period. More and more 
Hie GVN officials concerned with radio have 
become aware of the concept of providing a 
nervicc to the people. This 1ms resulted in in- 
creased use of radio broadcasting to engender 
participation by the people In Government 
programs ranging from land reform and im- 
proved agriculture to self-defense. 

U.S. assistance in television 

In 19GG the United States agreed to in- 
Mnll a four-station television network in 
Vietnam. The GVN was committed to fur- 
nishing land, buildings, staff and an op- 
erating budget. 

Telecasting initially was for 1 hour night- 
ly to the Saigon area from an airborne trans- 
mitter. Now ground stations in Saigon, Hue 
und Can Tho are on the air r^n average of 4 
hours nightly. Between Saigon and Hue an 
airborne transmitter provides coverage for 
the coastal area. By early 1071, a fourth 
prmmd station — at Qui Nhon — will have re- 
placed the air operation. 

The U.S. cost will total about $0.2 million 
when we phase out of the operation by 
July 1, 1071. GVN counterpart funds amount- 
ing to the equivalent of about $2 million 
juiii for land and building costs. In addition,, 
the annual operating budget of GNV televi- 
sion has risen from the equivalent of about. 
1400.000 including salaries of 17 employees in 
19GG to more than double that amount in- 
cluding salaries of 139 employees in the 
current year. 

The Chairman. Could I ask for a point of 
information? Do the GVN counterpart funds 
Arise from American imports? 

Mr. Nickel. In the original instance; yes, 
dr. 

7'he Chairman. Is there any real distinc- 
tion In their impact upon American costs 
between GVN counterpart funds and $1 
million? 

Mr, Nickel. The difference, of course, sir, 
would bo that they are not directly appro- 
priated funds. 

The Chairman. No; but the total cost 
Tdilly is American; is it not? It is not GVN, 
K la American costs expressed In two differ- 
ent ways. 

Mr. Nickel. It would be derived from the 
commercial import program. 

The Chairman. OK. 

Mr. Nickel, a rigorous program of train- 
ing in the difficult TV skills is being carried 
out under contract by the National Broad- 
CAMing Co., International. Most of the traln- 
hiR is on vite in Vietnam. However, six en- 
etueera who will constitute the GVN super- 
visor engineering staff ore being trained In 
the RCA Institute in New York. 

We estimate there arc now 300.000 TV re- 
vivers in Vietnam, with a viewing audience 

a bout 2 million. Many sets are outside the 
rities in the heavily 'populated flat delta 
Nylon where the signal is particularly good. 

Of the programs presented by the GVN’a 
yv network, less than io percent are im- 


ported, Ninety percent of the programing is 
locally produced, cither live or on film or 
tape. As with radio, the television medium is 
used extensively to explain GVN programs 
to the people. Last September the GVN be- 
gan a weekly program called “The Peoplo 
Want to Know,” during which officials and 
other leaders are interviewed by Journalists 
in the format of "Meet the Press." 

U.S. assistance to Vietnamese Information 
Service 

A, major part of our assistance is directed 
to the operation of the Vietnamese Informa- 
tion Service, nils Is the hold arm of the 
Ministry of Information, with officer staffs 
at corps headquarters cities and in oil prov- 
inces and districts of the country. Starting 
this year, the Ministry began an in tensive 
training program for additional personnel at 
the villngo and hamlet levels. As these new 
lower level personnel arc trained, they are 
now being placed under the operational con- 
trol of the village and hamlet chiefs with 
program support coming from district and 
provincial VIS offices. 

The Job of the VIS Is to use a wide range 
of information and psychological techniques 
to. support GVN programs as prescribed in 
guidances from the Ministry in Saigon. Tho 
techniques include the publication of dis- 
trict newsletters and province newspapers, 
leaflet* and posters; the relaying of news and 
commentaries and the playing of prerecorded 
.tapes over loudspeaker systems in village and 
hamlet centers; the showing of motion pic- 
tures; visits to families in villages and ham- 
lets to discuss GVN programs affecting them; 
f -thc distribution of national magazines and 
other materials received from the Ministry 
and JUSPAO; and the sponsoring with other 
local officials of campaigns, public meetings, 
exhibits and artistic and cultural 
presentations. 

From fiscal year 1955 through 1967, the 
United States contributed an average of 
$497,000 In dollar funds annually to equip the 
■ VIS with audiovisual equipment, the vehi- 
cles, the office machines, and other materials 
t necessary to carry out these programs. In 
the succeeding 3 years the dollar expenditure 
for this program has been $187,000 in 10G8, 
$85,000 in I960, and $60,000 In the current 
year. In the last 2 years we have gradually 
transferred to the GVN full responsibility 
1 for maintenance and replacement costs for 
this equipment as well as for the operation 
of repair centers. 

During the same period, an average of the 
equivalent of $200,000 annually was used for 
the VIS from GVN counterpart funds. We do 
not have adequate figures for the GVN’s 
budget for the VIS prior to 19G4. However, 
from that year to the present the budget has 
ayeraged about the equivalent of $6.4 mil- 
lion annually through 1970. The 1970 budget 
is about the equivalent of $15 million, a sub- 
stantial increase over previous years. 

The Chairman. What caused that? 

Mr. Nickel. To a large extent, sir, an in- 
crease in personnel, but there was also a real • 
increase in operations. There was a large 
Increase in local personnel with the Improve- 
ment of hamlet and villnge information pro- 
grams. 

U.S. Contact With VIS 

Contact with the VIS is maintained both 
in the field and in Saigon. In the capital it 
is the function of several elements of JUS- 
PAO. In the field it is carried out by 81 
American civilian and military advisers lo-' 
catcd In 34 of the 44 Provinces. These ad- * 
vlscrs are detailed to the U.S. Military As- 
sistance Command CORDS program and are 
under the operational control of the Prov- 
ince senior advisers at the Province level 
and the U.S. Command elements at tho vari- 
ous corps headquarters. Just as the VIS 
chief is required to participate with the 
province chief and other GVN officials in 
planning and operating GVN programs, so 


our CORDS psychological operations staff 
perform a similar function within the U.S. 
province team. The providing of advice and 
support to the province'll VIS operation ie 
the principal duty of Uuse American psy- 
chological operations personnel. 

Thus, the American structure for Informa- 
tion operations parallels in broad outline 
that of the GVN, permitting a degree of co- 
ordination at all levels 

Efforts to Improve Efficiency of VIS 

The efficiency of the VI, s varies from place 
to place. Where key officials arc dedicated and 
competent, operations are generally effective. 
And there are a numbei o these. Where they 
are not well motivated and energetic, the 
programs suffer. And there arc some of these 
also. Ill the past year, two new approaches 
have been undertaken by the Ministry or 
Information with our cooperation to try to 
improve the efficiency of the VIS. These arc 
the. planning of a comprehensive scries of 
training courses for various levels of VIS 
personnel and the regular holding or joint 
meetings of Saigon and field personnel, 
usually on a corps area basis. We believe these 
two measures have hftu and will continue to 
have a good effect on the Vis operation. 
During the current year, we will use the 
equivalent In counterpart funds of about 
$G3,000 to support the training program. We 
are also providing the assistance of one 
American adviser to hr ip develop course ma-* 
terluls. 

JUSPAO's Liaison With Ministry of 
Information 

JUSPAO's liaison with the Ministry Itself 
takes many forms. Ai the top, I meet fre- 
quently with the Minu ter and his senior staff. 
At the planning level, JUSPAO policy officers 
meet daily with Ministry officials to plan Joint 
campaigns, instructions, and guidances to 
media producers and to field personnel. On 
the media production side, our writers and 
editors work together in the publication of 
magazines, pamphlet , posters, loudspeaker 
tapes, and radio programs. 

I have tried, Mr. Chairman, to describe here 
tho evolution of som * of tho current major 
programs we are conducting to assist the 
GVN in the information and psychological 
fields, In the expansion of these programs 
over the years, the American contribution has 
been substantial. So has the Vietnamese con- 
tribution. In the past 2 years, a considerable 
portion of the load the United States was 
carrying has been shifted to the GVN. We 
plan to continue moving in that direction. 

Thank you, sir; that is the end of my state- 
ment. 

The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Nickel. 

How long have you been in change of this 
program, Mr. Nickel? 

Mr. Nickel. Two y-'ars, sir. 

The Chairiwan. Do you live in Saigon? 

Mr. Nickel. I do, sir. 

Magnitude of USIA Effort in South Vietnam 

The Chairman. I bvllcve you said there 
were 132 Americans under your immediate 
direction; in that correct? 

Mr, Nickel. We ar< i reducing this year, sir, 
by 31 positions from 1:<2 American positions 
to 101 American positions. 

The Chairman. Is that In the office in 
Saigon or how extensive Is this? 

Mr. Nickel. Those are civilian USIA officers, 
some serving in Saigm and some In the Pro- 
vinces. I should add hat we also have Ameri- 
can military personnel serving with JUSPAO, 
sir. 

Tho Chairman. You mentioned that In the 
Provinces you have military advisers who are 
Americans. Is that right? 

Mr. Nickel. We have some civilian advisers 
in the provinces but the bulk of them are 
military, sir. 

The Chairman. To get some idea of the 
magnitude of the effort, take the present 
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fiscal year of 1970. Is It correct to say that the 
civilian positions are 132 or 101? 

Mr. Nickel. 101 civilian positions, fllr. 

The Chairman. That la in tho current year. 
Mr. Nickel, Fiscal year 1970. 

The Chairman. How many of these military 
advisers are assigned to this work? 

Mr. Nickel. Wo have 107 military spaces in 
JUSPAO, sir. 

The Chairman. 208 Is tile total American 
personnel? 

Mr. Nickel. 208 is the figure, sir. 

The Chairman, What Is the size of the 
budget for tho USIA operation In Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel, The USIA budget for Vietnam, 
sir, Is $G.4 million. 

The Chairman. Is that for the year of 1970? 
Mr. Nickel. For fiscal year 1970; yes, sir. 

The 'Chair man. Does that Include construc- 
tion or is that only support of the personnel? 

Mr. Nickel, That Is the USIA component 
of the budget, sir. Construction would be 
funded by an AID component of our budget. 

I will give you these add-ons. We also have 
$2,4 million funded by AID and $2.1 million 
funded by the Department of Defense, to 
make a total budget available to me for' 
JUSPAO’s operations of $10.9 million. 

The Chairman. Would that include the pay 
of the military men to whom you referred? 

Mr. Nickel. It does not include military 
salaries. However, it does include USIA civil- 
ian salaries. . , 

The Chairman. The military salaries would 
be in addition then? 

Mr Nickel. They would be in addition, sir. 

. The Chairman. Do you have any estimate 
of what that would cost? ^ 

Mr. Nickel. I have no estimate, but I could 
furnish it for the record. 

(The information referred to follows:) 

Pay and allowances of military in JUSPAO 
(The military pay and allowances, as re- 
ported by the four Military Services whose 
personnel are Involved, amount to $1.2 mil- 

U °The Chairman. What I am trying to get 
and what we are Interested In is the total 
cost of this overall operation. It is the usual 
basic material that we would like to have. 

Mr. Nickel. I could furnish the informa- 
tion about military pay, sir. 

Military personnel working in propaganda 
field 

The Chairman. Do these personnel figures 
include the personnel in the military units 
not associated with USIA who work in the 
field of propaganda? 

Mr. Nickel. They do not, sir. 

The Chairman. Do you know , how many 
people are in that? 

Mr, Nickel, May I furnish that, sir. I have 
it, but I cannot put my hands on it. 

The Chairman. Yes; you can 'furnish it. 
Could 'you give a rough estimate that you 
can correct later? 

Mr. Nickel. Sir, I now have the informa- 
tion. In 1970 there are 701 U.3. military 
psyops filed personnel and 50 serving on stalT 
or as advisers to tho Vietnamese, for a total 

0ff I’he* Chairman. That is very much larger 
than your own operation; Is it not? 

Mr. Nickel. That Is right, sir. 

Mission of Jxispao 

The Chairman. This brings, up a further 
question. What do you consider to bo the 
mission of your operation? What arc you try- 
ing to. accomplish? 

Mr. Nickel, My principal mission, sir, Is to 
assist the Vietnamese Government in devel- 
oping and conducting an effective program of 
communications. 

The Chairman. Your mission is to assist 
the Vietnamese Government to create a sys- 
tem of communications? It that it? 

Mr. Nickel. To assist the Vietnamese Gov- 
ernment in developing a means of communi- 
cating with the electorate and to provide 
technical and professional advice. 


The Chairman. What leads you to believe 
that the purpose of ou^ Government in es- 
tablishing the USIA was to create an agency 
to create a- means of communication for a 
foreign government? 

Mr. Nickel. I would answer that Mr. Chair- 
man, by stating that my operations are re- 
sponsive to the Instructions and directions 
I receive from the Director of the U.S. In- 
formation Agency and from the American 
Ambassador in Sjilgon. 

The chairman. Then you would charac- 
terize your mission to be to carry out orders. 

Is that the right way to put it? 

Mr. Nickel. In my position; yes, sir. 

Tho Chairman. You have no idea what the 
real mission of this operation is other than 
to carry out orders? 

Mr. Nickel. I know what my instructions 
are. 

Authorization of Joint U.S. Public Affairs 
Office Mission Questioned 
The Chairman. This Is a matter, I think, 
of considerable Interest. Let me refer to sec- 
tion 2 of the basic legislation creating this 
operation: > 

“The Congress hereby declares that the ob- 
jectives of this Act are to enable the Govern- 
ment of the United States to promote a 
better understanding of the United States 
in other countries and to increase mutual 
understanding between the people of the 
United States and the people of other coun- 
tries." 

Do you think that language authorizes 
USIA to create for another country a sys- 
tem of communications for that government 
and its people? 

Mr. Nickel. My organization, the Joint 
U.S. Public Affairs Office, Mr. Chairman, was 
established in 1965 by order of the President. 

I would suggest that any Justification of the 
suitability of the mission we are performing 
is something that should be addressed to tho 
people to whom I report. I would be very 
■/ happy to address this problem to them. 

The Chairman. I think it would be very 
interesting if you would. You say it was 
created by Executive order. It was not created 
by statute. There is no statute law authoriz- 
ing you to do what you are doing; is there? 

Mr. Nickel. I said that the U.S. Public 
AITalrs Office was created as a result of Presi- 
dential directive. 

Tho Chairman. Yes. And In pursuance of 
that action you have been directed by your 
superiors to do what you arc doing. So you 
would not wish to undertake to say what this 
whole operation is intended to accomplish 
for the people of the United States; would 
you? 

Mr. Nickel. I believe I said earlier, sir, that 
my mission in Vietnam was in large measure 
to assist the Vietnamese Government in de- 
veloping and improving its means of com- 
municating with its people. 

Establishment of Ministry of Information 
questioned 

The Chairman. It occurs to me that In this 
country there has always been not only a 
great reluctance, but aversion, to the crea- 
tion of a ministry of information in our 
Government to inform our own people. Is 
1 that not bo? 

Mr. Nickel. That is correct, air. 

The Chairman. Does the luw not specifi- 
cally forbid the USIA to indoctrinate or 
brainwash, or whatever you want tq call it, 
the American people? Is that not so? 

Mr. Nickel. Clearly, sir. 

The Chairman. Are you not creating in 
Vlctnum Just such an information agency? 
The way you describe hero what you have 
done and are In the process of doing, It Is to 
create in Vietnam an agency to enable that 
Government to control its people through 
this device which wo ourselves abhor in this 
country? How does this seem to you to bo 
consistent with our own views? 

Mr. Nickel. I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, 
that Vietnam is not unique In possessing a 


ministry of Information. I would also sug- 
gest that In Vietnam, a» in many other de- 
veloping societies, thv re do not exist any 
strong commercial or nongovernmental 
media. 

The Chairman. Mr. Nickel, I am quite 
aware that It is not unique. In every dictator-* 
ship I know of they havo a ministry of in- , 
formation Just like this. But wo are told, 
on tho one hand, that v*e are seeking t^o es- 
tablish the government, c t self-determination 
and this leaves the impression we are recking 
to establish ft democratic- system there. 

I quite agree with you that Information 
agencies aro typical. They were typical of 
Hitler’s Germany and typical of nearly every 
dictatorship and authoritarian government I 
know of, but I would not have thought we 
would be a party to helping construct such 
a governmental apparatus. 

Mr. Nickel. Are then not also some regimes 
wo regard os being democratic that have 
ministries of information? 

The Chairman.' What, for example, would 
be one from your point of view? 

Mr. Nickel. If I am not mistaken, is there 
not a French Ministry of Information? 

The Chairman. I would not know. Is there 
one in Sweden, whlc-n is a country that I 
think has achieved a high degree of democ- 
racy or self-determination if you like, or Eng- 
land? I do not recall that in England they 
have a minister of information whose Job 
it is to sell the people of England upon the 
merits and virtues of t hat Government. I do 
not recall ever having tmord of it. France has 
recently gone through a rather unusual 
evolutionary period, almost revolutionary, 
under De Gaulle, of course, and France may 
be an example. I would not want t 0 say for 
Bure. I do not know that 

GVN closing of private newspapers 
How many private newspapers have been 
closed by the Government of Vietnam during 
the past year? 

Mr. Nickel. I could not give you the num- 
ber, sir. 

The Chairman. There have been several. 
Mr. Nickel. There mva been several clos- 
ings. 

The Chairman. You say there is not a 
heavily developed private sector. It Is largely 
because that Governme nt is so sensitive to 
criticism that they clCr.e the private news- 
papers whenever they criticize the Govern- 
ment. Is that not a fa* t? 

Mr. Nickel, There have been some closings; 
yes. sir. 

The Chairman. Do you eVer feel a bit un- 
comfortable in being alined with a govern- 
ment which is so clearly an authoritarian 
government or do you feel perfectly com- 
fortable in your relationship with that gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. Nickel. I have no problems In perform- 
ing my Job. 

Tlio Chairman. You have no problems. 
You feel perfectly nt home? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

USIA pay and atlowames in South Vietnam 
The Chairman. Coming, back to a more 
pedestrian subject of the costs, could you 
tell me what is the average pay of tho 
* American employees of USIA in Saigon? 
Mr. Nickel. The average pay for a USIA 
employee with JUSPAO, sir. including al- 
lowances, minus housing, would be about 
$28,900. 

The Chairman. What Is the total cost to 
tho Government of tho United States for 
those employees, ills luding everything? Do 
they furnish houslm ? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, housing Is furnished, sir. 
I am unable to break out that figure for an 
Individual. Do you want the total cost? 

Tho Chairman, perhaps if you could tell 
mo your own. What in your pay and what 
do your allowances amount to? You are tho 
Director? 

Mr,* Nick el. That \n right, air. 
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, h ; total coat to the Federal Government? 

\ r nickel. The combination of my salary 
ft nrt allowances, nnaln making no provision 

■ tor my nowsuif?. is ws.dia. 

TW Ciiaiuman. Plus housing? 

Mr. N ickel. Housing? • ...” 

The Chairman. Do they furnish you with 

* xir^NicKEt.. I am furnished with housing. 

‘ The chairman. What would bo the rca- 
‘ ; ft ic cost, of the house that is paid for 
h-. the Federal Government? 

\ r Nickel. That la right, the house is 
nhM ‘for by the Federal Government. 

^ The Chairman. How much is that? You 
mirlit to know that. 

Mr Nickel. Let me sec if I have that, sir. 

The Chairman. You have been there for 
2 years. You have no idea what that would 

Mr. Nickel. My house, sir, is a U.S. Gov- 
ernment house. 

The CHAIRMAN. IS It ft good hOUSD? 

Mr Nickel. It Is comfortable, sir. 

» The Chairman. Was it one that the Gov- 
rrmnent built or Is it an old villa? 

Mr. Nickel. It was there. It is a U.S. Gov- 
frnment-owned house. 

The Chairman. How many houses docs the 
US. Government own in Saigon? Do you 

know 1 * 

Mr. Nickel, I do not know that answer, sir. 
The Chairman. Is it several? 

Mr. Nickel. It is more than several. 

We Chairman. It Is more than several. 

Then I would estimate your total cost 
would be somewhat In the neighborhood of 
kt least $50,000. 

Mr. Nickel. That would seem right, sir. 

The Chairman. Arc you furnished an auto- 
mobile? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Axe IJSIA officials In Sal- 
ptm given special pay equivalent to combat 
my for military people? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. We receive a differen- 
tia!. 

The Chairman. What does it amount to?, 
t« it 25 percent? 

Mr. Nickel. Twenty-five percent. 

U.S. comm unfeat tons assistance to other 
countries 

Hie Chairman. If our Government decides 
that it is proper to furnish assistance in the 
building of a propaganda operation for Viet- 
nam. how docs It decide in which country 
\a do this? Is this the only country in which 
have done this? 

Mr. Nickel. Specifically have done what, 
Ur, Chairman? 

Hie Chairman. Have we created a com- 
munications system which enables the gov- 
rrnment to, as you say, communicate with 
Ua citizens? Have we done It in Thailand? 
Ar# wo doing it or have We done it In Thai- 
land? Does the TJSIA have a comparable 
operation in Thailand, may be not on as 
Ifcrgo a scale but a lesser scale? 

Mr. Nickel. Certainly, as you say, not 
Ntnp.irnblo in order of magnitude. 

Tie Chairman. Do we have a similar op- ‘ 
♦r*t Ion? 

Mr, Nickel. I am not— I personally am not 
•ware that 

Tho Chairman. Are any of your asso- 
mtes? 

Mr. Nickel. I am not aware and I do not 
think my associates are aware that we are 
6 >ing nny such thing as building a TV net- 
v.-rk or building a radio network. I cannot 
more directly to the specific programs*, 
r.f. \ 

Newspapers dosed by GVN 
T\e Chairman. Beforo I leave that, you 
u, d you did not know how many news- . 
Do cither of your associates know 
msny newspapers the government of 
k*h:rm hns closed In the last few years? . 

Mr. Hays, No, sir. 


Tho Chairman. 
available? 

Mr. OsnouNE. 

I do not have It available. 

Tlio Chairman. Would you supply It for 
the record? 

Mr. O.suornu. Yen, sir. 

(Tho Information referred to follows:) 
Newspapers suspended by GVN from 19G8 
. through March 23, 1970 

During 19G8 the Government of Vieb-Nam 
indefinitely suspended six newspapers. Six- 
teen others were temporarily suspended, for 
an average of 35 days per suspension. 

During 19G9 through March 23, 1070, the 
GVN indefinitely suspended 12 newspapers. 
An additional 14 received temporary suspen- 
sions ranging from a few days to almost 11 
months, for an average of 40 days per sus- 
pension. 

The Chairman. I notice in the paper every 
now and then there is a notice that X paper 
ha3 been closed by the government. I simply 
have not made a counting of It, but I am 
under the impression there have been sev- 
eral. 

Mr. Nickel. I will supply it, sir. 

The Chairman. Of course the government 
controls the supply of newsprint and It Is 
no problem for them simply to cut off the 
newsprint if they wish to close a newspaper. 
Is that so? 

Mr, Nickel. Yes. 

US1A analysis of South Vietnamese public 
attitudes 

The Chairman. Docs the USIA, Mr, Nickel, 
or any other agency attempt to analyze 
Vietnamese public attitudes periodically? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Have polls been taken? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir; polls have been taken. 

The Chairman. How is this done? It is done 
by you directly or by contract? 

Mr. Nickel. By contract, sir. 

The Chairman. What organization has 
done it? 

Mr. Nickel. May I answer that, Mr. Chair- 
man, by saying that I have been informed 
that you have written tho Director of the U.S. 
Information Agency asking for information 
about our polling in Vietnam, that this is 
now under consideration, and that I would 
prefer to have the information come to you 
through that channel. 

’ The Chairman. I wrote that letter partly 
to give you notice that this is a matter in 
which we arc interested. I hoped that you 
would be prepared to answer it thiB morning. 
Are you saying that this is a matter ttoat 
affects our security and that you do not 
wish to testify in open session on it? 

• Mr. -Nickel. I prefer not to go beyond 
stating, sir, that we do engage in polling in 
Vietnam, os in some other countries. 
Witness* instructions concerning testimony 
about polling 

The Chairman. Have you been instructed 
to state to the committee that you will not 
testify in open session on this matter? 

Mr. Nickel. I am not able to discuss the 
polling in open hearing, Blr. 

The Chairman. Have you been Instructed 
riot to respond to questions about polling? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman, Who instructed you, sir? 
Did Mr. Shakespeare tell you not to answer 
auch questions? If not, who did? 

Mr. Nickel. I have been Instructed by my 
principal. 

May I have Just one moment,' sir? 

The Chairman. Certainly. You confer with 


your lawyer if you like, 

Mr. Nickel. In answer to your. question, sir, 

I have been instructed by the director of my 
agency.. 

Tho Chairman. Mr. Shakespeare has in-, 
structed on this? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What grounds did he give 


ot reply this 

question? 

Mr. Nickel. This question Is under con- 
sideration as to the possible security ele- 
ments involved, 

The Chairman. Forcible : ecurily Involved. 
You heard the previous v it'irns. Congress- 
man McClor.kcy ; did you mu’? 

Mr. Nickel, i did, sir. 

The Chairman. You realise that thl* com- 
mittee has some authority in the authoriza- 
tion of the funds for your nij-ney; do you not? 
Mr. Nickel. I am very w-il aware of .that. 
The Chairman, We normally expect people * 
in USIA to respond to questions about Choir 
operations if they expect tils committee to 
authorize any funds for the agency. You real- 
ize that; do you not? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Does Mr. Unkcspenrc real- 
ize that? 

Mr. Nickel. I cannot spe tk for Mr. Shake- 
speare, sir. 

The Chairman. I want to -make It clear that 
I do not accept your reason for refusing to 
answer. It is a perfectly lo[ itsmate question* 
You rye engaged in an activity which Is very 
dubious In . its authority under an executive 
order, in any ease, and 1 think that you 
should be very careful in r efusing to answer 
questions about these operations. 

I would like to know how much you paid, 
for example, for a contraci to take a poll in 
Vietnam and see how it compares to polls In 
this country. Would you be willing to say 
how much you paid for th<* poll? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not believe I am able to, 
sir. 

The Chairman. Who w-s the gentleman 
who advised you not to answer? Was he sworn 
. also? 

— Mr. Nickel. The gentleman with whom I 
Just talked did not advise m' not to answer. 
Tho Chairman. lie did not? 

Mr. Nickel. I wanted to check something 
. with him. He is the General Counsel of the 
U.S. Information Agency. 

The Chairman. He did not advise you as 
to your instructions. 

It is very unusual. I did not expect you to 
refuse to answer these questions. One reason 
why I sent the, letter inquiring about these 
matters was, as I say, to alert the Agency that 
wo are interested in the poU. 

When was the latest poll taken? Will you 
refuse to answer that? 

Mr, Nickel. I find myself unable to answer 
it, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. You mean by saying “un- 
able” that you do not know? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Do either of your associ- 
ates know when the latest jx>U was taken? 

Mr. Nickel. I believe, sir, that they are 
bound by the same instructions. 

Witness’ instructions concerning subject of 
polling 

The Chairman. I asked you If you were in- 
structed to tell it. There is a difference be- 
tween your answer if you know, and arc 
instructed not to tell and if you do not 
know. I want to make the answer clea^ On 
what grounds are you reMsmg to say when 
the latest poll was taken” 

Mr. Nickel. I am unde * rnstructions, sir, 
not to discuss this subject. 

The Chairman. Then yon do know when it 
was, but you are under instructions not to 
discuss the subject. You aio in effect tak- 
ing tho equivalent of the Fifth Amendment; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Nickel. No. 

Tho Chairman. Why is that not correct? 
You do not consider that the U8IA is a sensi- 
tive undertaking similar to tho CIA; do you? 
Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Usually your activities arc 
open and above board; arr they not? 

. Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. You are not authorized to 
engage in covert operation*; ore you? 
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The Chairman. Would you be willing to 
answer this kind of question? What was the 
poll about? Did it ask about the attitude of 
the local citizens toward Americans? 

Mr. Nickel. I And, sir, in line with my itt- 
• structions, that I am unable to discuss the 
subject of polling. 

The Chairman. You would not discuss as 
to whether or not the poll Involved the ques- 
tion of the extent of the support of the 
Vietnamese people for the Thleu govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not believe, sir. In line 
with my instructions, that I am able to 
respond. 

The Chairman. I may say before I leave 
this subject, this is very unsatisfactory. I 
regret very much, and I hope you will tell 
your superior, Mr. Shakespeare, that, speak- 
ing for myself, I very much regret this atti- 
tude. This committee Is entitled to know 
what the poll cost, what It asked, and what 
the results were. 

This is not a document, it seems to me, 
that comes under executive privilege. It has 
nothing whatever to do with the President 
directly. I mean it is not a confidential docu- 
ment. It Is a matter that is paid for by the 
public funds of the Government, and the 
committee is entitled to actually have the 
poll, in my opinion, and we shall ask for It. 
I regret he gave you such instructions. 

TT.B. ADVISORY WORK IN TV, RADIO, AND PRINTED 
MATERIALS 

Do the U.S. advisers work with the Viet, 
namese on matters Involving TV and radio 
program content and makeup? 

Mr. Nickel. Our advisers work with both 
radio and TV. They occassionally are in- 
volved In the format of a program. 

The Chairman. Do they work with them 
In the preparation of printed information 
materials? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Gun media’s treatment of Tran Ngoo Chau 
case 

The Chairman. Was the case of Tran Ngoo 
Chau reported over the Vietnamese radio and 
television stations? 

Mr. Nickel. I can only assume it was I 
would have to retire to on assumption be- 
cause I was not in Saigon at that particular 
time, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Are you familiar with the 
Chau case? 

Mr. Nickel. I have read about it; yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Do you know Mr. Chau? 

Mr, Nickel. I do not, sir. 

The Chairman. Do either of your asso- 
ciates know whether or not the radio and 
television stations of Vietnam carried any 
news about Mr. Chau? 

Mr. Hays. No, sir. 

The Chairman. You do not know? 

Mr. Hays. No, sir. 

The Chairman. You do not know? 

Mr. OsnoUNE. No, sir; I do not. 

The Chairman. Were any printed materials 
put out by the South Vietnamese Govern- 
anent on this case? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not know, sir. I can find 
out. 

The Chairman. In your statement you say 
"JUSPAO's liaison with the ministry Itself 
takes many forms." That Is the Ministry of . 
Information. ' 

. Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 


not know whether anything was put out on 
the Chau case? * 

Mr. Nickel. If I may offer a brief explana- 
tion, sir, our relationship with the Ministry 
would deal with things like support of the 
pacification program, but would not consist 
of liaison in terms of tactical matters. We 
have never had occasion to discuss the Chau 
case with anyone in the Ministry. 

The Chairman. Did our advisers or did you 
advise against the public attacks on Chau by 
the Government media? 

Mr. Nickel. I have never personally been 
involved In the Chau case in any way, Blr. 

The Chairman. Did any of your employees 
under your direction give any advice what- 
ever about the Chau case? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not believe so, sir. Again, 
I wish to state that I myself was absent from 
Saigon during most of this period, but I be- 
lieve that they did not. 

Kinds of advice given to GVN by JUSPAO 

The Chairman. Doe3 the Minister of In- 
formation in Saigon ever ask your advice 
about the formulation of his Government’s 
public position on major Issues? 

Mr. Nickel. My discussions with the Minis- 
ter in line with my own responsibilities, sir, 
are concerned more with the operations of 
the Vietnamese Information Service program 
than with substance. 

The Chairman. Then are you saying you do 
not give him advice about substantive meas- 
ures; is that right? 

Mr. Nickel. My advice Is primarily opera- 
tional. 

The Chairman. Is it exclusively? 

Mr. Nickel. No. We might, for example, 
Mr. Chairman, discuss how best to promote 
or to conduct information campaigns In sup- 
port of the People’s Self-Defense Force, and 
matters like that which fall within the paci- 
fication and development program, 

I think I should point out that I am not 
responsible. Mr. Chairman, for our press 
operation in Vietnam. That responsibility 
falls to a colleague of mine who is the special 
assistant for press affairs to the Ambassador. 

As the director of JUSPAO I do not speak 
for the Embassy on press affairs. 

The Chairman. What is his name? 

Mr. Nickel. Mr. Newman. 

The Chairman. Is he in Saigon now? 

Mr. Nickel. He is in Saigon, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you discussed with 
the Information Minister the South Vietnam- 
ese refusal to attend the opening of the ex- 
panded Paris talks? 

Mr. Nickel. I did not, sir. 

The Chairman. Did you discuss with him 
what the official reaction to the death of 
Ho Chi Minh would be? 

Mr. Nickel. We had some discussion with 
the Ministry of Information about this mat- 
ter; yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What was your advice to 
them with regard to how to treat the death 
of IIo Chi Minh? 

Mr. Nickel. Wo agreed, sir, that a maxi- 
mum effort should be made to inform the 
enemy forces in Vietnam of IIo’s death. Wo 
also agreed that our treatment should bo 
straight information, and that there should 
not be any exultation in our output to the 
enemy forces. 

Advice concerning impact of GNV policy 
on United States 


pre ume this is discussed, but 

not by me, Bir. 

The Chairman. You do not know of It. You 
, are not aware of an / such advice? 

Mr. Nickel. Not specifically; no, sir. 

The Chairman. You are not aware of anj | 
advice that was given to Mr. Thieu or any- : 
one else in the higher echelons of the Gov- ; 
eminent as to the possible reaction in thu ' 
country of the imprisonment of Mr. Chnu? ] 
Mr. Nickel. As I said earlier, I was not la- , 
volved in the Chau case. I do not know. 

The Chairman. It would not be n deep 
involvement. 

Has there ever been any discussion with 
them about the impact In this country of \ 
his imprisonment of Mr. Dzu? Do you know 
about Mr. Dzu? j 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, ir * 

The Chairman. You ore aware of who he 
is? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir 

The Chairman. Do you know what hap- • 

pened to him? - ■ 

Mr, Nickel. Yes. dr. 

The Chairman. Dig you ever advise them 
as to what the reaction In this country is i 
to his imprisonment? 

Mr. Nickel. I have never advised the Min- - 
later of Information about impact on U.S. ! 
public opinion. r 

, The Chairman. Do any U.S. personnel ever - 
assist Vietnamese officials in the writing of f 
speeches? 

Mr. Nickel. Cert drily no one in my orga- 
nization, to the best of my knowledge. ; 

The Chairman, Are U.S. officials consulted * 
by Vietnamese off] la Is In the handling of 
statements that re) ate to U.S. policy? f 

Mr. Nickel. I presume so, sir, but not ? 

' within my cognizance so far as my orga- * 
nization Is concerned. ; 

The Chairman. You do not know anything j 
about it anyway? < 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 1 

U.S. personnel located at Ministry of y 

Information r 

The Chairman. Are any Americans at- j 
tached directly to he Minister of Informa- ; 
tlon’s office? 

Mr. Nickel. We have one or two American*. * 
Mr. Chairman, who are physically located i 
in the Ministry of Information headquarter* • 
building for liaison purposes. They are not 
attached directly to the office of the Minister * 
The Chairman. What is their function? 

Mr. Nickel. They perform liaison in term' 
of our overall advisory efforts. I believe the 
thrust of your question .was whether au, T 
of my officers are attached directly to tM 
office of the Minister. No one serves directi- 
on the Minister’s stuff sir. 

The Chairman. There is no such thing v 
an adviser to the Minister of Information? 

Mr. Nickel. We have advisers to varies 
elements of the Ministry. There is no advbf 
to the Minister, sir. 

U.S. advisers to elements of ministry of 
information 

The Chairman, i do not know enoia- 
about it to make a distinction. Could y 
tell us the dlsllnctionV I mean ndvisers to n 
element. What is an element? It is a p i ' r ' 
son; it is nol? You advise people; do p 
not? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman, wimt do you mean t. 
that? 


The Chairman. You say: 

“At the top, I meet frequently with the 
Minister and his senior staff. At tho plan- 
ning loved, .JUSPAO policy olliccrn meet dally 
will* Ministry ojfiluals to plan Joint cam- 
paigns, Instructions and guidances to media 
producers and to field personnel. On tho 
media production side, our writers and edi- 
tors work together In tho publication of mag- 
azines, pamphlets, posters, loudspeaker tapes, 
and radio programs." 


The Chairman. Do you or any of your of- 
ficials ever advise President Thieu or other 
GVN officials on the potential impact in other 
countries of policy matters, particularly 
abouL the potential Impact in tho United 
Slates of OVN policies? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not advise Vietnamese 
officials about the Impact on tho United 
Slates or tho impact on American public 
opinion, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Docs anyono? 


Mr, Nickel. We have advisers who weff 
With the radio network. We have 
who work with the TV network. 

The Chairman. Wfmi do they do? 

Mr. Nickel. We have advisers who wen 
with the Vietnamese Information Service. 

The Chairman. About what do they ftdd-7 
them? Do they not advise them about U' 
policy? 

Mr. Nickel. Most o. their advice, sir. 
concerned with improving operational v 1 -' 
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matlon Ministry. b - - *- - 

The Chairman. How do you Improve tiro 
rmclcncy without any attention to the sub- 
Ktanco which they are using? Do you mean 
to s f iv they arc concerned only with the tech- 
nical 1 operation- of the broadcast system? 

* a - I - -tin 4- 1 . .flonn/if 4-n 


Mr Nickel. No, sir. With respect to the 
Vietnamese Information Service, for example, 
nnr advisers would be concerned with dis- 
cussing with their Ministry counterparts how 
for example, to support and promote 
tlio various objectives of the pacification and 
development program. 

Handling of Mylai massacre 

Tho Charman. How has your Agency han- 
dled tiro Mylai massacre theme during the 

cast several months? ' 

Mr Nickel. JU3PAO, sir, has handled tho 
Mylai incident by taking the position that a 
r.crlous Investigation Is underway by tho U.S. 
Government and that If a crime has been 
committed, the U.S. Government will try the 
personnel concerned. In other words, we have 
not in any way attempted to be evasive. We 
tnfco tho position It is under investigation 
and we have to wait and see what the In- 
vestigation reveals. 

The Chairman. What has been the posi- 
tion of tho Vietnamese Information Service 
regarding these incidents? 

Mr, Nickel. I think tho Vietnamese Infor- 
mation Service position has been very simi- 
lar to ours, sir. 

Tho chairman. Did the USIA or other 
American advisers offer advlco to the Gov- 
ernment of South Vietnam about the han- 
dling of this matter? 

Mr Nickel. Our policy people in JUSPAO 
dmisscd it with tho policy people in the 


Mr. Nickel. That is correct, sir. 

The Chairman. Have there ever been any 
made in the past? 

Mr. Nickel. Yos, sir. 

The Chairman. Could you give ft brief de- 
scription of their magnitude and purpose? 

Mr. Nickel. I could supply that for tho 
record, slf. I cannot describe the magnitude 
of them since they were discontinued some 
tlmo ago. 

Tho Chairman. When were these air drops 
terminated? 

Mr. Nickel. At the time of the bombing 
halt. sir. 

Tho Chairman. They ran coincidentally 
with the bombing in the north; that right? 

Mr. Nickel. They took place at the same 
time. They were not operationally 

Tho Chairman. No, I mean they went on 
at tho samo time. 

Mr. Nickel. And they were discontinued at 
tho samo time. 

(Tho information referred to follows;) 

Beginning in 1905, propaganda leaflets were 
released from aircraft operating over North , 
Vict-Nam, or were dropped over waters out- 
side tho boundaries of North Vict-Nam and 
wind-drifted into tho country. Until March 
31, 1008, this program was designed generally 
to convince North Vict-Nam — both people 
and regime — tho North Vietnamese aggres- 
sion In South Viet-Nam would fall, to mo- 
tivate North Vict-Nam to seek peaceful set- 
tlement of the conflict, and to warn the peo- 
ple to stay away from military targets be- 
cause they were subject to air strike. At its 
peak, the program involved some 25 million 
leaflets per month. 

jr Following the partial bombing halt an- 


Ministry of Information with respect to tho jiounccd on Mnrah 31, 1968, leaflet targets 


Kiilrtivnce that should be given to the psyop 
media. _ 

Tho Chairman.' Did the Vietnamese Gov- 
ernment play down the incident as being of 
llitlo importance? 

Mr. Nickel. It has been treated in tho 
Vietnamese press. I am unable to say myself 
whether tho Vietnamese Government played 
It down, sir. It certainly has been mentioned 
In tho Vietnamese media. 

Tho Chairman. Would you say that It had 
been emphasized or was it dcomphasized aa 
* matter of great significance? 

Mr. Nickel. It certainly has hot been em- 
phasized, sir. 

Treatment of Communist massacres at Hue 
Tho Chairman. How has tho USIA treated 
tho Communist massacres at Hue In tho pro- 
pram Rimed at tho Viotnameso people 
through leaflets, newspapers, or television? 

Mr. Nickel, Wo havo dono our best to 
e&lst tho Vietnamese in telling the story of 
tho massacres at Hue, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Has tho USIA itself In ita 
own pamphlets, newspapers and programs 
emphasized tho massacre at Hue? 

Mr. Nickel. Wo In JUSPAO havo provided 
material to USIA for uso by USIA posts in 
ether countries, sir. 

Forth Vietnamese Affairs Division of JUSPAO 
Tho Chairman. What Is tho function of tho 
North Vietnamese Affairs Division of 
JUSPAO? 

Mr. Nickel. Tho North Vietnamese Affairs 
Division of JUSPAO, sir, Is a staff office which 
wefca to keep abreast of tho propaganda de- 
velopments involving tho North. It is con- 
cerned with release to the media of certain 
enemy documents. It also releases material 
a more general nature about certain en- 
emy attitudes, activities, and practices. 
Psychological operations against North 
Vietnamese 

Tho Chairman. Are any psychological Op- 
ernuons being carried out against North Viet- 
nam at tho present time? 

Mr. Nickel. With respect to tho operation 
that I am responsible for, sir, Z know of noth* 
but radio broadcasting. 


were restricted to those south of 20 degrees 
North Latitude. The primary objective of 
these leaflets was that of keeping the people 
in the area aware of efforts by the Govern- 
ment of Viet-Nam and the United States to 
bring about a negotiated settlement of the 
conflict. 

* After the total bombing halt of November 
1, 1968, the leaflet program over North Viet- 
Nam was terminated. 

Cost of U.S. propaganda operation 
* in Vietnam 

Tho Chairman. I am not sure this question 
has been qulto clarified. Is it fair to say your 
operation In all phases of tho information, 
psychological warfare program in Vietnam 
costs approximately $10 million? Did you say 
It cost about $10 million? 

Mr, Nickel. I said that the money that fell 
within my area of responsibility was $10.9 
million. 

Tho Chairman. It docs not Include the 
military? 

Mr. Nickel. It docs not Include the mili- 
tary. 

The Chairman. The military I remember 
now you said had 800 people againBt your 
81? 

Mr. Nickel. Yea, sir. 

Tho Chairman. I guess if yours is $10 mil- 
lion, theirs la $80 million, Is it fair to say wo 
spend $00 million or $100 million on prop- 
aganda? 

Mr, Nickel. I would hesitate to answer 
that. 

Tho Chairman. What? 

Mr. Nickel. I would hesitato to even specu- 
late on what the cost Is, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Would you venture a guess? 

Mr. Nickel. I Just have no base on which 
to make such a Judgment. 

The Chairman. We would like very much 
to have an idea of the total cost. Of course, 

I realize the Pentagon has an enormous pro- 
paganda operation in many places far greater 
than yours. I wondered whether you could 
give an estimate. 

.Radio broadcasting beamed to the North 

Did I understand you to say that radio. . 
broadcasting is not beamed to. the North? 


The Chairman. Some of 11 In, presently. 

Mr. Nickel. Yes. 

Jfartlo Free A:ia 

Tho Chairman. Do you have anything 
whatever to do with Radio Free Asia? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

Tho Chairman, Did you ever hear of It? 

Mr. Nickel, I think I have I am not sure of 
tho title. , - 

Tho Chairman. Do you Vnow what it is? 
Do you know where tho broadcasts come 
from? 

Mr, Nickel, No, I do not . 

Tlio Chairman. Do they not come from 
Korea? 

Mr. Nickel. I personally am not familiar 
with that. 

Mr, Chairman. To your knowledge, can you 
hear them In Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. I am not aware of that. 

Tho Chairman. If you can, you do not 
know it. 

Mr, Nickel. I do not. ' 

The Chairman. I do not cither, but we have 
seen, theso letters sollc’Ung donations to 
Radio Free Asia. They stato that they beam 
radio programs all over Asia. I do not know 
that they say specifically Vietnam. I do not 
know whether they do cl .her. It came to my 
attention a few weeks ago. You do not know 
whether you make any contribution to that 
operation or not. 

Mr. Nickel. We make no contribution, sir, 
GVN spending on psycnoiogical warfare 
The Chairman. Do you know how much 
tho Vietnamese Government spent on their 
psychological warfare In the current year 
and last year, either one or both? 

Mr. Nickel, Yes, sir. 

Tho Ministry of information, sir, in its 
current fiscal year budget Is spending $19.7 
million. 

The Chairman. $19.7 million? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Is that budget this current 
year, 1070? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Is that up or down? What 
was it compared to last yfar; do you know 
it? 

Mr Nickel. That is up. sir. Last year It was 
$9.6 million, sir. 

Tho Chairman. From $9 to $19 million in 
1 year? 

Mr. Nickel. That la right, sir. 

The Chairman. How do you account for 
such a large increase? 

Mr. Nickel. I believe I mentioned earlier, 
sir, that there was a siftsihlo increase in per- 
sonnel which accounted for a good part of 
this increase from $9 to $19 million, but not 
all of it. There was ai o a substantial in- 
crease In program money. 

The Chairman. IIow much of that do we 
furnish, directly or .indirectly? 

Mr. Nickel. The $19 million which I cited, 
sir, is from tho GVN’s regular budget. There 
are no counterpart funds In that, 

Tho Chairman. Do you know how much la 
planned for next year? 

Mr. Nickel. No, Rir. 

JUSPAO budget fo r fiscal year X971 
Tho Chairman. Do you know how much 
you havo or arc planning for fiscal year 1971 
for your operations? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. Wo plan to have a 
budget figure of $8.4 million, sir. 

The Chairman. For next year? 

Mr. Nickel. Next year. 

The Chairman. That a gain docs not In- 
clude the military or any allied? 

Mr. Nickel. It does not Include tho mili- 
tary, although it docs include, as I believe 
you are aware, the AID and DOD funds that 
are available to JUSPAO. 

DISTRIDUTION OF FILM, •"THE SILENT MAJORITY** 
XN VIETNAM 

The Chairman. Has the film, **The Silent 
Majority** been distributed in Vietnam? 
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■ Tiio CHAinMkiftiftp^ov^lifirxBfil^ase 

'Mr. Nickel. We made it available to Viet- 
namese television and to the National Mo- 
tion Picture Center of Vietnam. It was 
shown on, the GVN television network and 
in commercial theaters. 

The Chairman. Would you estimate how 
.many Vietnamese have seen it? 

Mr. Nickel. I will supply an estimate, sir. 

(The information referred to follows:) 

NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE WHO HAVS 
SEEN "TIIE SILENT MAJORITY'* 

In South Vietnam, the GVN’s Ministry of 
Information (MOI) Was the sole distributor 
of the film “The Silent Majority." MOI esti- - 
mated that 1.2 million persons saw the show- 
ings of the film on the national television 
network, and that an additional 300,000 
urban viewers saw the film in theaters in six 
major cities, for an overall total of 1.6 mil- 
lion. 

The Chairman. It would be apparently a 
very substantial amount. 

Have you any measure of public reaction 
to that film? 

Mr. Nickel. Wo did not undertake any 
specific evaluation. 

The Chairman. Has anyone that you know? 

Mr. Nickel. I am not aware that anyone 
did. 


The Chairman. You would Irnnw if they designed largely for rural audiences, and it 

is to a great extent agricultural in its ap- 


I75IA POLLS CONCERNING ATTITUDES TOWARD 
UNITED STATES 

The Chairman. Coming back for a moment. 
It inspires mo to ask a further question 
about the polls. Have you been instructed 
to decline to discuss the polling in Vietnam 
or all polls— any poll in any other country? 

Mr. Nickel. Well, the only polling that 
would come within my purview would be 
that in Vietnam, sir. 

The Chairman. The USIA takes polls in 
other countries; does it not? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. They are about public at- 
titudes toward the United States and Its 
policies? That has been a practice for a long 
time; has it not? 

Mr. Nickel, Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. You do not know about 
them and cannot testify about them; is that 
right? 

Mr. Nickel. When I say I do not know 
about them, I mean that I just do not know 
in detail anything about them and obviously 
could not speak to what they were about, 
sir. 

The Chairman. Were you in the USIA be- 
fore you went to Saigon? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Where did you serve before 
that? 

Mr. Nickel. In Japan, sir. 

The Chairman. In Japan? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. While you were in Japan, 
did you take polls there? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Are you at liberty to dis- 
cuss the polls you took in Japan? 

Mr. Nick el.. No, sir. 

The Chairman. You are instructed not to 
discuss them; is that it? 

Mr. Nickel. I am instructed not to discuss 
polls. 

The Chairman. It is very unusual. Where 
did you servo besides Japan? 

Mr. Nickel, I have served in Burma, and 
I have served In Washington, sir. 1 
The Chairman. Did you take polls in 
Burma? 

Mr, Nickel. To the best of my recollection, 

I do not believe wo did, but that was come 
years ago. 

Tiio Cir airman. You do not believe you did? 
Mr. Nickel. I Just cannot give you a defini- 
tive answer. 

la USIA taping proceedings? 

Tho Chairman. Is the USIA taking a tape 
of those proceedings? 


The Chairman. You would know if 
are; would you not? , 

Mr, Nickel. Let us Just say that I am un- 
aware If they are. 

The Chairman. I wondered how efficient 
they were in reporting all these matters. 
Publicat ion of “Vietnam Today ” 

How many newspapers, magazines or other 
periodicals does the United States publish or 
print that are aimed at Vietnamese audi- 
ences? 

Mr. Nickel. We publish, Mr. Chairman, 
or should I say we assist the Vietnamese in 
publishing, a pacification newssheet, a weekly 
called "Vietnam Today," in 600,000 copies 
per issue. 

The Chairman. 600,000? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Is that a newspaper type 
of publication? 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. 600,000 copies are pub- 
lished weekly? 

Mr. Nickel. 600,000 copies. 

The Chairman. Is that given away? What 
. happens to it? I was interested. 

Mr. Nickel. It Is given away. Bir. It is dis- 
tributed through the Vietnamese informa- 
tion service and it is more or less a vehicle for 
the Central Pacification and Development 

- Council. In others words, it concentrates on 
developments in the pacification field. 

The Chairman. It is printed in Vietnam- 
ese? 

Mr. Nickel. Printed in Vietnamese, sir. 
The Chairman. Is the cost of printing that 

- a part of your budget? 

Mr. Nickel. The printing cost is part of 
my budget. 

The Chairman. What would It cost a week 
to put out 600,000 copies of that? 

Mr. Nickel. $2,400. 

The Chairman. Where is It printed? 

Mr. Nickel. Printed in Saigon, sir. Part 
of It — I might say that half of the printing 
now is handled by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion and half is handled by the USIA. 

The Chairman. Does the USIA have, a 
printing plant in Saigon? 2 

Mr. Nickel. JUSPAO has a small printing 
plant. 

The Chairman. JUSPAO. Is it large enough 
to print this? 

Mr, Nickel. This is not printed entirely by 
JUSPAO. Half of the circulation — in other 
words, 300,000, sir-— is printed by the Ministry 
of Information printing plant, and tho other 
half by JUSPAO. 

The Chairman. Who determines the ma- 
terial that goes into this publication? 

Mr. Nickel. Most of the editorial work on 
this newspaper now Is done by the Ministry 
of Information, sir. 

Publication of “Free South” 

The Chairman. There is another news- 
paper called "Free South." 

Mr. Nickel. That is right, sir. 

Tho Chairman, Is it published btweokly? 
Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. How many of those ore 
published? 

Mr, Nickel. This is published in an edition 
of 1.3 million copies. It is a small 0 by 10 
sized newspaper. It is air dropped into con- 
tested iireiui. 

The Chairman. Being published twice a 
Week that 2.6 million u week; is that correct? 

Mr. Nickel. I am sorry, sir; it is published 
every 2 weeks, not two a week. 

Tho Chairman. Every 2 weeks? 

Mr. Nickel, » K vcry 2 wcoks, sir. 

Publication of “flural Spirit” 

Tho Chairman. I notice hero anothor one 
called "Rural Spirit." Are you familiar with 
that? 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Thu Chairman. Wlmt is that? Desoribo it. 

Is it a inugazino7 


has a monthly circulation of 


proach. It 
665,000, sir. 

The Chairman. How many pages is a typi- 
cal issue of that magazine? 

Mr. Nickel. Thirty six pages. 

The Chairman. Tlurtv-six pages. Is it slick 
paper or what? 

Mr. Nickel. No; it i . not slick. 

The Chairman. Is it a picture magazine? 
Mr. Nickel. It has some Illustrations, but 
it is not basically a picture magazine. 

The Chairman. Where Is it printed? 

Mr. Nickel. It is printed in Manila at our 
regional service center 

The Chairman. Printed in Manila? 

Mr. Nickel. At the U.S. Information 
Agency Regional Service Center. We have 
. a large printing plant there. 

I/S/A printing plant in Manila 

The Chairman. Do .ve have a large printing 
plant there? 

Mr. Nickel. Yc 3, sir 

The Chairman. What countries does it 
service? 

Mr. Nickel. It series for . the most part, 
sir, USIA posts in th * Fast Asia and Pacific 
area. 

Size of circulation if 'Free South " and 
“Rural SjHrit” 

The Chairman. Would you say that the 
Free South newspaper has the largest cir- 
culation of any newspaper In Asia outside of 
Japan and mainland ClUna? 

Mr. Nickel. Well, H U. a magazine. I just 
would not be able to make that judgment 
It has a very high circulation, if you discount 
Free South which — are we talking about 
. Huong Que? 

The Chairman. Tahe both of them. One 
is a newspaper and onr is a magazine? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Would you say they have 
the largest circulation of their kind, both 
magazine and newspaper, in Asia outside of 
Japan and mainland China? 

Mr. Nickel. I could not make that Judg- 
ment. They certainly are the largest in Viet- 
nam. 

The Chairman. You do not know of any 
that is larger; do you? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not cnowi sir. 

USIA printing plant in Manila 
The Chairman. Did you answer the ques- 
tion of what countries the printing office In 
Manila serves? Does It serve all countries in 
Asia? Could you tell us how large that oper- 
ation is? 

Mr. Nickel. It exists to provide backstop- 
ping for our USIS posvs in Asia, Mr. Chair- 
man. If you would likij specific information 
on tho plant, I shall sot* that the appropriate 
parties in my agency i urnlsh it. 

(The information referred to follows;) 

USIA’S REGIONAL SERVICE CENTER IN MANILA 

USTA's Regional Service Center In Manila 
has three main f unci ions: (1) producing 
publications originated by USIA in Washing- 
ton for distribution to Usis posts in Asia; 
(2) producing public, lions originated by 
USrs posts In Asia for their own use; and (3) 
editing and producing a T mnul publications. 
Products include magazines, photo news- 
paper Inserts, leaflets, p.wiers and "fast pam- 
phlets." Tho latter, frequently full texts of 
Presidential statements, are keyed to major 
foreign policy events in which the time elo- 
liiont Is important. 

Among tho 11 American and 231 Filipino 
employees currently at the Regional Service 
Center aro editor:;, aril Is. photo specialists 
and skilled printing technicians. Tho esU- 
iiiiiUmI operating budget f.»r py it)71 is $3,- 
666,000, which includc.s printing service j>er- 
fonued for other U.S. < bn eminent agencies 
on a reimbursement ba.,^. 
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Vir/nam** posts ordered It, sir. Japan certainly would no knowledge of It. He r.aWP ho had never 


The C ii mum an. Is this magazine I havo 
here, The Face of Anguish, Vietnam, an Issue 
of the Rural Spirit? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

The Chairman This is not its name; 1b It? 
Whnfc is this Issue? It is a picture magazine; 
I think it came from you. 

Mr. Nickel. I do not — I cannot recognize It. 

The Ciiaihm an. No; this comes from Free 
Asia Press, Manila, I am sorry. Is that part 
of our operation? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not recognize tho maga- 
zine, sir. 

The Chairman. Since you arc in the busl- 


not use large numbers in English. 

The Chairman. Will you he able to find out 
where that was printed and for whom and 
whrro It was distributed? 

Mr. Nickel. I will see that information is 
developed. 

The Chairman. Will you supply It for tho 
record, please? 

Mr. Niciu’.l. Yes, sir. 

(Thc’lnformation referred to followfl:) 

PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF "WHO^ARE THE 
VIET CONG?" 

The -pamphlet "Who Arc the Viet Cong?” 
was Initially prepared in English by USIA in 


seen it and knew nothing alio ul, it, 

Mr. Nickel. I believe, jr, It wok printed 2 
or 3 years ngo. 

The Chairman. Ife a d he knew nothing 
about it, and he left I hi Imprf ".ion that he 
did not till nk it was hi AID project. Again 
I raise the same qitcs:lm because It Is such 
n fine piece of work. What is the purpose of 
publishing in English such a fine magazine 
and what is the distribution of it? Could you 
find that out on this ore loo? 

Mr. Nickel. I will fit d out on that, sir. 

(The information Tarred to follow^:) 

PRINTING A NO DTSTRTI3U iRN OF “VIETNAM THE 


ness, maybe I will give it to you and nsk you Washington for overseas distribution as part view ueyoni-the battle 


to see if you can identify it for us. It docs 
not seem to be identified. I clo not know what 
the Free Asia Press is. It is a very elaborate 
magazine and beautifully done. Who would 
you say is the sponsor of that? 

Mr. Nickel, i would Just say that — I have 
never seen it, and it docs not appear to me 
to be one of our products. 

* The Chairman. Who would publish such a 


of USIA’s worldwide information program. 
Texts and photrSs were initially cent to 
USIA's Regional Service Center (RSC) in 
Manila, where 10,250 pilot copies were 
printed in August- 1DG6. Some 10,000 of these 
were printed for USIA, for distribution to 
USIS posts ordering them. There were addi- 
tional printings at RSC Manila for USIS 
posts in Saigon, Canberra and Tel Aviv in 


In 10G7, because the Government of Viet- 
Nftm wanted to tell to I s citizens the story 
of developing nationhood in South Vlet-Nam 
and because USAID especially was provid- 
ing advice and assistance in the develop- 
ment, JUSPAO was requested to prepare a 
one-time publication. “Vlet-Nam: The View 
Beyond the Battle.” Information anc^ photos 
were furnished by the OVN and USAID, with 


magazine except us? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not know. 

Publication and distribution of, " Who are 
the VictcongV * 

The Chairman. Here is another one. It has 
no identification whatsoever. It is called, 
"Who Are the Vietcong?” Have you ever seen 
that pamphlet? 

Mr. Nickel. That is ours. 

Tho Chairman, It is not Identified. There 
is nothing in It, I am told by the staff, that 
would Identify it as being your publication. 
Is that the normal way we operate? We do 
not identify our publications? 

Mr. Nickel. No; I would not say that is 
normal. 

Hie Chairman. What proportion would 
you say are attributed to us and are identi- 
fiable as our publications and what propor- 
tions are not? 

Mr. Nickel, It would be very hard to give 
a percentage, It is an English language pub- 


1967. 

JUSPAO prepared a Vietnamese language 
version which was printed at RSC Manila 
In several press runs from December 10G5 to 
March 19G7. In a total of 300,000 copies. This 
version was distributed in South Vlet-Nam. 
Is any unidentified material distributed in 
United States? 

The Chairman. Is any material of this kind 
without Identification ever distributed in the 
United States? 

Mr. Nickel. No. sir. 

The Chairman. You axe sure about that? 

,-Mr. Nickel. I am sure to the extent that 
I am very well aware of the need to keep it 
out of the United States, and wo are always 
cognizant of this restriction. 

The Chairman. If it is not identified, how 
would you keep It out? What is to prevent 
someone from distributing it here when 
there Is no way of telling who printed it 
where it came from except to the initiated? 


JUSPAO assuming coordinating responsi- 
bility for text, editing, layout and printing. 
The Vietnamese language publication was 
printed in 100,000 cop'es at USIA’s- Regional 
Service Center (RSC) , a:, JUSPAO’s request, 
for distribution In Viet-Nam. 

An English language version was also 
printed in 60,500 copies. They were ordered 
by and shipped to JUSPAO and to USIS posts, 
at Manila, Djakarta, Bonn, Wellington, Can- 
berra, Kuala Lumpur. Lusaka, Lagos, Stock- 
holm, Taipei, Georgetown, Quito, Tel Aviv, 
Beirut, Rangoon. Cuva, Copenhagen, Bern, 
Kabul, Brussels and Reykjavik. 

From the JUSPAO supply, some 5,000 copies 
were provided to USAID for use in a briefing 
kit for distribution to visitors, journalists, 
incoming USAID ofllo rs and other persons 
inquiring about USAID's activities. Until 
early I960 the U.S. Mission Press Center in 
Saigon, which operates under American Em- 
bassy supervision, dlstilbated copies to news- 


licfttlon, I believe, Senator. I would feel com- Mr. Nickel. In terms of USIS use of ma- mcn . 


fortable in saying that most of our English terlals of this sort, all USIS posts, and all Why are magazines unidentified as to source? 


language publications are attributed. 

The Chairman. Do you know where this 
was distributed? Was it distributed in South' 
Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. Since it is an English language 
version, sir, I would assume that some num- 
bers were used In South Vietnam, but I would 
also assume that the English language ver- 
sion was prepared for use primarily outside 
of Vietnam. 

Tho Chairman, In the United States? 

Mr. Nickel. No; not in tho United States. 

Tho Chairman. Where outside of Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel, For use by posts other than 
Vietnam. 

Tho Chairman. By the USIA? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir, 

Tho Chairman. You prepared it in Saigon? 

Mr. Nickel. It was — may I inquire? 

Tho Chairman. Do you want to look at It 
or ftro you familiar with it? 

Mr. Nickel. May we see It, sir? The reason 
I am pausing Is because I am not sure wheth- 
er It was a JUSPAO publication or a USIA 
publication. 

I can find out for you, sir, and supply the 
Information. 

The Chairman. But it is a pamphlet which 
you prepared and published? 

Mr. Nickel, We are sure It is a pamphlet 
in which wo were Involved. But whether 
JUSPAO prepared It or USIA prepared It, I 
do not know. 

The Chairman. Would that kind of maga- 
zine be printed In Manila rather than In 
Bftlgon? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes; It would be. 

The Chairman. Whe*e would it be distrib- 
uted? it would not be distributed in Japan; 
would it? 


USIS personnel would be aware of the neces- 
sity to avoid its introduction Into tho United 
States. 

Booklet entitled " Vietnam : The View Beyond 
the Battle” 

The Chairman. On a recent visit to Saigon, 
two members of the staff of this committee 
wore given this booklet called, "Vietnam, the 
View Beyond the Battle.** Are you. familiar 
with it? 

Mr. NicKfcL. I have seen it. 

The Chairman. This was part of the ma- . 
teiials in a welcoming kit. 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. When you say you have 
seen It, who published It? Did you publish it?. 
It also docs not have a date on it 

Mr. Nickel. I believe it was printed at our 
regional service center in Manila. 

Tho Chairman, It is a very elaborate mag- 
azine wtlh extremely fine workmanship In 
Its maps and photographs. There is a mag- 
nificent photograph of Thicu and Ky and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson taken In 
February of I960. It docs not say itself when 
it was printed. Can you tell us when this 
was printed? 

Mr. Nickel. I believe, sir, that was printed' 
at our regional service center In Manila. I 
believe it was a USAID project, and the cost 
of printing 

The Chairman. Was it prepared at your 
request for^ distribution in Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. I believe It was prepared by 
a contract writer for AID and I believe print- 
ing was at AID expense. However, I make that 
statement subjoct to check. v 

The Chairman. I asked the AID Director 
the day before yesterday If he had ever seen 


The Chairman. I do not quite understand 
why magazines of this Kind are not identified 
as to source. It obviously raises a very inter- 
esting question. 

Mr. Nickel. I will fnmish the information 
to the committee. 

(The information referred to follows:) 

"explanation of lack of attribution of 
PUBLICATIONS 

"As was pointed out in Mr. Nickel’s open- 
ing statement, one of the roles performed by 
JUSPAO is^ assistance In the production of 
information materials by the GVN, In 1067, 
when "Vlet-Nam: The View Beyond the Bat- 
tle” was first printed. Mu; GVN did not have 
.the capacity to produce magazines of this* 
type. In developing tills particular project 
with and for the GVN. JUSPAO decided that 
this and Mmllar publications might also have 
an audience in third countries as well. If at- 
tribution were given rightfully to the GVN, 
such attribution could limit USIS use over- 
seas. On tho other hand, if attribution were 
given to USAID or JUSPAO, it could limit or 
embarrass the GVN's use of the publication 
In Viet-Nam. As has been noted earlier, 
JUSPAO assisted the (fVN by providing 
100,000 copies of the publication in the Viet- 
namese language. Accordingly, a decision was 
made not to positively Identify this type pub- 
lication with either the GVN or U.S. agencies, 
thereby permitting all interested parties to 
distribute It through their own outlets." 

Publication of attribuled and unattributed 
magaincs 

The Chairman. Do you know who would ’ 
make the contracts for the publication of 
euoh magazines? Put It this way: Has USIA 
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ever made a contract for a similar- magazine French and In EnglU^andX can^onYy as- 

v . . i • trnil AVAf 




Vietnamese drama. 


ever iuuuq » — • — — . . w 

even though it lo not this one? Have you ever 
asked the regional office to publish for your 
purposes an unidentified magazine? 

Mr. Nickel. Lot mo answer that toy say- 
ing we would occasionally use contract per- 
sonnel to prepare products for us, but tho 
use of a contract writer would not in any way 
be related to tho decision as to whether the 
product would bo attributed or unattrlbuted. 

I do not myself know why this publication 
is not an attributed product. 

The Chairman. Does your office ever ask 
for magazines similar to this from the re- 
gional ofllce in Manila? - 

Mr. Nickel. Wo occasionally order pub- 
lications from the regional ofllce in Manila. 

The Chairman. When you do, do you spec- 
ify whether they aro to be attributed to you 
or not? Is that decision left up to the 

regional ofllce? . 

Mr. Nickel. If they are In English, sir, and 
they already exist, they already are cither at- 
tributed or unattrlbuted, so we would not 
set involved in the attribution. I think I am 
correct In assuming that most are attributed. 

If we aro doing Vietnamese versions of basic 
English language publications that e*lglnata 
at tho Manila plant, then It would bo up to 
JUSPAO to decide whether wo wanted them 

a The Chairman. On what basis do you de- 
cido whether It Is attributed to you or not at- 
tributed to you? What Is the criteria? 

Mr. Nickel. Well, speaking for myself 

Tho Chairman. You ought to speak for the 
Agency. I do not want you to speak only for 
yourself, but you can do both. _ 

Mr. Nickel. If you will allow me to 

6 ^Tl!c chairman. Speak for yourself and then 
speak for the agency. That Is right. 

Mr Nickel. In making the decision as to 
whether something Is to be attributed or not, 

I generally follow tho policy’ u^poUcf 
that is explaining some aspect of U.3. policy 
or U.S. society, should have attribution to the 
United States. In fact, attribution adds to the 

Cr TO0%HAiRMAN. How do you decide when 
not to attribute It? What is your objective? 

Mr Nickel. I.et me put It this way. I h 
another area of operations In Vietnam whore 
I am engaged In helping tho Vietnamese pub- , 
fish* materials. Obviously. I do not attribute . 

such materials to my own organization. 

South Vietnamese publication of materials in 
English 

The Chaiuman, They would not publlBh 
materials In English; would they? 
w Mr. Nickel. They publish some materials In 

English. 

,Thc Ciiaiuman. Do they? 

Mr. Nickel. A few, for use abroad. 

The Chairman. For use where? 

Mr. Nickel. Well, for uso abroad. 

The Chairman. In the United States? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes. 

But S are not materials X 

ft, Thc lll * V CHAuiMAN. But they do publish mate- 
rials In English that aro theu distributed In 
the United suites? „ 

Mr. Nickel. Yea, occasionally, sir. 

Tho Chairman. I did not know that. Of 
* how runny do you know? 

vMr Nickel. I would have to determine that. 
The Chairman. Have yod any examples of 
it? 

Mr. Nickel. I have no exumples with me, 
sit* 

The Chairman. What would bo the objec- 
tive ol such publications? To wliat are tlioy 

lll Mr U Nic kel. Well, when I say for use In tlio 

United States, they publish on their own 

behalf without assistance fr om us some mate- 
rials for uuo ovorucas. They publish these In 


rreiicn nuu - - — — * 

sumo that Borne of the material they publish 
in English, unilaterally, la made available 
to their Embassy in Washington. 

Now, I want to make It very clear, Mr, 
'Chairman, these are aspects of their opera- 
tion that I am not officially involved in: I 
provide neither support for, nor assistance 

in any way. , , 

.» The Chairman. And no advice? 

Mr. Nickel. And no advice. 

The Chairman. They do it all ox\ their 
own? 

Mr, Nickel. That is right, sir. 

The Chairman. Could you supply for the 
record some recent examples of publications 
that the Vietnamese Government has made 
in English? 

Mr. Nickel. I will, sir. . 

The Chairman. Give us a few examples 
during the last year to see what they are 

d °(The information referred to follows : ) 

GVN publications in English 
Sample materials provided through the 
Embassy of Viet-Nam include “Fighters for 
Peace,” “Communist Atrocities During the 
Latest Offensives,” and “Viet-Nam Bulletin. 
Other publication 

The CHAIRMAN. With regard to these other 
publications, we mentioned three, I h«h®Y e ' 
the Rural Spirit, which has 665,000, and the 
Vietnam Today, with 600.000, and the Free 
South with 1.3 million per edition. 

Mr. Nickel, That Is right, sir. „ 

The Chairman. There are nine other pub- 
Ucatlons which I will not take the time togo 


VUv v* v*. _ . 

When I say opera, X mead classical Vietnam- 
ese opera which is not unrelated to Chinese 

ODcr&i 

The Chairman. Do we determine the sub- 
ject matter of a magazhu? of that kind? 

Mr. Nickel. This particular magazine is 
directed at culture-drama teams which per- 
form in the provinces, and in general per- 
form almost like vaudevllfians, if I might use 
the term, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. What is the objective of 
our sponsoring such a magazine? What do we 
seek to accomplish in publishing such a 
magazine? 

Mr Nickel. We seek to provide program 
material that is nationalist in its direction 
because these culture drama teams play » 
role in support of the Government. 

The Chairman. Do you think this kind ol 
a role would agree with Vice Frcsidont Ag- 
new’s Idea of what a magazine or a publica- 
tion ought to do? He would not criticize the 
kind of publications we put out in Vietnam 
Mr. Nickel. I prefer not to comment on 
the Vice President. 

The Chairman. If I understood his views, 
they were that magazines and newspapers 
ought to support the Government and, there- 
fore, he would approve cf this type °l ^pub • 
cation. ‘It seems to me il is perfectly obvious 

not quite sure myself though what 
justifies the spending of American money on 
the cultural and drama magazine. Not that 
I have any aversion to culture and drnm., 
tout I did not know that- we were competen 
to tell the Vietnamese about culture and 


Ucatlons which I will not take ™ - in Vietnam. 

into at length. I will name I think a ^ Nickel _ WeU( t)f course 


those are eorreet. This Is material whleh we 

° b A "lne al fa°ll^ Mother Heart. long Me 
is the way you pronounce It In Vietnamese, 
it £ puma bimonthly In 200,000 copies 

** There Is a magazine called Culture-Drama 
published bimonthly. 12.000 per Issue. 
Magazine entitled "Mother Heart ” 

What Is “Mother Heart"? »• 

Mr. Nickel. Long Me. sir. Is a publication 
of the Ministry of Chleu Hoi. We provide 
considerable assistance to the publication. 
Wo print It. It is designed to explain and 
promote the Chleu Hoi program largely In 
the sense of Informing families of prospoc- ■ 
tivo Chieu Hoi ralUcr3. , ^ _ 

Tho Chairman. This is intended for the 
Victcong whom you want to come over; is 

^m/ Nickel. No; It Is Intended for families 
on tho South Vietnamese side who may have 
relatives serving with the enemy. It provides 
these fnmilies with better information about 
the program. Also, one of its secondary ob- 
jectives is to Bupply more information about 
the program to tho Vietnamese officials who 
themselves are concerned with Chleu Hoi. 
Magazine entitled “Culture-Drama” 

Tho Chairman. What is the magazine Cul- 
ture-Drama about? 

Mr Nickel. It is known as the Van Tac Vu 
magazine, Mr. Chairman. It is a magazine 
designed to provide program matcilal 
songs, skits, and general raw material— 
for a great number of culture-drama teams 
which exist in Vietnam. The culture-drama 
form la a very attractive one. 

Tho Chairman. Culture-drama has nothing 
to do with tho theater, I guess, 

Mr. Nickel. It Is folk theater touring — 
Tho Chairman. Is there a theater in 

Saigon? ^ • 

Mr. Nickel. There Is opera, renovated op- 
era, classical. ‘ ’ , 

The Chaiuman. Do they luivo a local opera 

company? 

Mr. Nickel. There are performances. 

Tho Chairman. Are they truvellng people 
that we bring In? 

Mr. Nickel. No; this would be more on 


fvll. Ay JLvkkrjlj, V.W., - - 1 

The Chairman. We n.ve a hard time knov , 
lng what Is culture ana drama In Washing | 

tC> Mr Nickel. Of course, Mr. Chairman, the j 
JUSPAO staff that works on this magazine l 
is predominantly Vietnamese. j 

The Chairman. I roe. You think It 1 . 

constructed and edit -d that it would appe»> , 
to the effete, Intellectual snobs of Saigon? , 
Mr. Nickel. I would ;ay that It ®-PP e "'® f" i 
the performers and culture-drams tea 
the provinces of Viet asm. 

Posters, pamphlets and song sheets , 
The Chairman. Ol wliat are posters HV 
and IIt-0 on rice examples? This is about t . 

ml Mr! le NKKEL. Yes, s. Those would * 

^ The Chairman. Is that a one-shot prof 
* osltlon, one poster? 

Mr. Nickel. One poster. 

The Chairman . 50/KH) copies? 

Mr. Nickel. It is not a fixed periodical. 
Tho Chairman. It ia n6t a recurring p 

OFisit? S Kllf nlv,;. 

Mr. Nickel. It is not recurring, but od • 
ously our interest In 1U-8 Is such that O' ■ 
a period of time we could do many pf> st • 

' onIR-0. .. 

Tho Chairman. We have another p 
entitled, “Our Project lias Been Complci 
Is that a recurring pester or a single — \ 
Mr. Nickel. I w mid assume that » 
single shot? 

The Chairman, Is ;l >0,000 copies? 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Th«*n you have a l - 
called, “The Government of the Bepu' 
of Vietnam Helps Henigees Return now 
That again 1:; just another poster? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. _„ nhk > 

Tho Chairman. Turn. tliere Is a paj^P 
“Security Laws Pruioc t the Citizens/ 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, tn r, 

Tho Chairman. That is 00,000 copies, 
that only for t hat purpose? 

Mr. Nickel. That would be ft one & 1K ‘ 
pamphlet, yes. sir. 

Tho chaiuman. Then we have song swa 
One is called “Spring of Hope” and on 
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tlvc in printing song Ghcet/i? 

Mr. Nickel. That none sheet was probably 
ft product that was Indued by the Ministry 
of information in connection with tho Tet 
observation. As you Know* Tet Is quite a 
festive holiday In Vietnam, ami tho songs 
were. -probably connected with tho celebra- 
tion of that holiday, 

Mu mber of posters prod need in Fiscal Year 
190!) 

The Chairman, Could you tell us bow 
many different posters were put out last 
year? 

Mr. Nickel. I can only give you an overall 
flpuro on posters, Mr. Chairman — a total of 
1.73 million copies In fiscal year 1909. That 
would be for individual units. 

The Chairman. Individual units of posters. 

‘ Mr. Nickel. 1.73 million pieces of paper, 
every one of which was a poster. I cannot 
give you the circulation or tho production 
per poster. I cannot say 50,000 of this or 
70,000 of that. 

The Chairman. To illustrate the point, you 
put out 15 posters consisting of 1.7 million 
issues. Is that about right? 

Mr. Nickel. Those are not the figures, but 
that Is the logic. 

The Chairman. I know they are not the 
figures. 

Mr. Nickel: That Is the logic. 

The Chairman. That is what I meant. You 
could not estimate how many posters there 
were, not individual pieces but how many 
different posters there were? 

Mr. Nickel. I find that very difficult. 
Publications of all kinds put out in a year 

Tho Chairman. Would you estimate how 
many publications of all kinds you put out 
in a year? Would it bo 10 million or 50 
million publications of all different kinds, 
including all these magazines and posters 
And newspapers? The newspapers alone run 
into several million weekly; do they not? 

Mr, Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Tho Chaiiiman. I wondered if you had an 
estimate to give us some Idea of the volume 
of our activity. 

Mr. Nickel. 24 million plus, air. That would 
bo magazines, newspapers, posters, and 
pamphlets. 

Leaflets dropped by the military 

Tho Chairman. Would tho pamphlets In- 
clurio the leaflets dropped by the military? - 

Mr. Nickel. That does not, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Do you have any estimate 
how many thoro arc? 

Mr, Nickel. That would be somewhere in 
tho vicinity of 1.6 billion, sir. 

Tho Chairman. Billion? 

Mr. Nickel. Billion. 

Tho Chairman. My goodness; 1.5 billion by 
the military? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes. 

Tho Chairman. Who prints those? Where 
can they get so many printed? That seems 
Incredible. 

Mr, Nickel. They would be primarily dis- 
tributed by tho military. 

Tho Chairman. Are these printed in that 
regional office in Manila? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Does the military have its 
own printing plant? 

Mr, Nickel. I was a bit hasty. Let me be 
More precise. Some might be printed in 
Manila. Many might be printed by the mili- 
tary on Okinawa. 

Tho Chairman. Do they have a big print- 
ing plant on Okinawa? 

Mr. Nickel. They have a printing plant 
that provides support for the pByohologlcal 
program In Vietnam. 

r i'ho Chairman. Is it comparable to the 
*lze of yours in Manila? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

Tho Chairman. It is not as large? 

Mr. Nickel. No, etr. 

Tho Chairman. Is the TIBIA plant In Manila 
* very large one? 


plant. 

The Chairman. Is It capable of printing a 
magazine tw large ns, ray, Time magazine or 
Fortune or Newsweek? 

Mr. Nickel. It lr, difficult for mo to answer, 

I am not awnro of what capacity it would 
have for volume. I would think that tech- 
nically it could do the Job. 

Other 7 >rfTiffngr by the military 

The Ci; airman. Dorn the military, in addi- 
tion lo-thc 1.5 billion leaflets, also print maga- 
zines and publications almllnr to thin? Docs 
it print anything similar to this anywhere? 

Mr. Nickel. It would be very unlikely to 
print a pamphlet like that. I believe they do 
print an employee relations magazine for 
the Vietnamese employees for the military in 
Vietnam. But to the best of my knowledge, 
Mr. Chairman, tVint is the only publication 
of that type that the military publishes. 
Lack of attribution of "Vietnam: The View 
Beyond The Battle” 

The Chairman, I do not know who did this, 
but that is one of the finest pictures of Its 
kind I ever saw of the people in the rice pad- 
dies. As a technical matter, regardless of its . 
content, you could well take credit for it' 
because it is a very fine production. I think 
it is a very attractive thing. Did I show it 
to you to see if you could identify it, or did 
you? I do not remember. Do you want to 
look at it and perhaps you can tell me? 

' Mr. Nickel. I am familiar with it. I have 
seen It. 

The Chairman. You have seen it. 

I have so many publications here X can- 
not keep them all straight. 

I am told by the staff that the USIS press 
said this morning, after they checked it, that 
ft was printed in March 1907. I still am ' 
puzzled about this question of attribution. 

A magazine of this kind is such an imposing 
production that It is rather a shock to find 
there Is no way of telling who printed it and 
where and when It was printed. Yet it is 
on a subject which apparently either we or ' 
tho Government of Vietnam would bo tho 
only ones really interested in doing it. So I 
can see now that it was. I would suggest, for 
whatever it is worth, that it helps our credi- 
bility to identify and to claim it as our own 
when it is. I do not think that the world as 
It is today is going to bo very Impressed by 
our trying to avoid responsibility for the 
publication. 

Press credentials granted to four security 
agents in Saigon 

Did your office have anything to do with 
the recent granting of press credentials in 
Saigon tO'four security agents? 

Mr. Nickel. No, Blr. 

.The Chairman. It is not your responsibil- 
ity. Do you know anything about that epi- 
sode? 

Mr. Nickel. I am familiar with the gen- 
eral newspaper accounts of that. 

The Chairman. Then I suppose you have 
friends who were aware of that In Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Could you tell me in what 
mission these people were engaged for which 
they wanted such credentials? 

Mr. Nickel. I have no knowledge of that, . 
sir. 

The Chairman. You have no knowledge 
of that. 

Are CIA personnel using US1A as cover? 

Could you say whether any CIA personnel 
are using the USIA as cover? 

Mr. Nickel. Comment on such a question^ 
must be made in executive session by other y 
appropriate officials, Mr. Chairman, 

The Chairman. All right. 

Language facility of USIA personnel in * 

' Vietnam 

Could you tefl me what percentage of USIA 
personnel in Vietnam speak Vietnamese? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir, 

. The Chairman. At three level or better* 


M, U: 

ployecij. 

Mr. Nickel. Klx perr^r t, 1 

Tho Chairman. IIr»v r many speak French 
at tho three level or bet l.cr? 

Mr. Nickel. I am r.^ny, air. T gave you a 
percentage figure. I out not mean it to bo 
a percentage. :>lx employee*! Ljxnk Vlct-. 
nan i cso at tho three level or better. 

Tho Chairman. Th»t 1b approximately G 
percent; Jr, it not? 

Mr. Nickel. It also works out tb approxi- 
mately G percent, but if In not a percentage 
figure. The figure for French would be 24. 

Tho Chairman. Tin t is at tlic three level 
or better? 

Mr. Nickel. Yes, sir. 

Language facility of JUSPAO personnel 

Tho Chairman. What about all JUSPAO 
personnel? 

Mr. Nickel. All JUSPAO personnel in 
terms of three or better or what, sir? 

Tho Chairman. Yc 

Mr. . Nickel, Well, I am addressing the 
civilian component of JUSPAO. There arc six 
people who Bpcak Vietnamese and 24 who 
speak French. 

Tho Chairman. What about the 800 mili- 
tary you mentioned? Do you know anything 
about them? 

• Mr. Nickel. I do not. 

Tho Chairman. You do not have the fig- 
ures on them. 

Journalists' trips fo Vietnam sponsored 
by USIA 

Docs the USIA finance or sponsor in any 
way trips to Vietnam by Journalists from the 
United States? 

Mr. Nickel. Tho U S. Information Agency, 
sir, docs have a third country Journalist 
program. 

Tho Chairman. Cop id you indicate the 
magnitude of that? How many journalists 
in tho course of a year? 

Mr. Nickel. I would be very happy to sup- 
ply that for the record. It is a program ad- 
ministered out of the headquarters Jn Wash- 
ington, and I cannot speak to the do tolls, sir. 

(The following information referred to 
follows : ) 

USIA third country journalist program , * 
fiscal year 1969 

“For tho record, the program involved 25 
foreign Journalists during Fiscal Year 10G0, 
and an anticipated equal number during tho 
current fiscal year.” 

Tho Chairman. C want it both ways, I 
want trips from the United States to Viet- 
nam of American journalists and also from 
other countries to Vietnam, 

Mr. Nickel. I believe, sir, that this pro- 
gram la only concerned with third coxuitry 
Journalists to Viet nam. 

Tho Chairman. Tfou mean not United 
States? 

Mr. NrcicEL. Not American journalists. 

Tho Chairman’. Then the answer to my 
first question is no. They do not sponsor 
U.S, Journalists to Vietnam; is that correct? 

Mr. Nickel, That Is correct, sir. 

Tho Chairman. They do sponsor foreign 
journalists to Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. That is right, sir. 

The Chairman. Could you say what is tho 
purpose of this program? Why do you sponsor 
foreign Journalists to Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. To enable them, sir, to come 
and see for themselves the developments In 
that country. This is done In many in- 
stances for Journalists from publications 
which could not afford to or would not,r;^d 
their correspondents to Vietnam. ( 

The Chairman. When they arrive in Scuth^ 
Vietnam, docs your agency take care of 
meet them and make arrangements for their i> 
visit? 

Mr. Nickel. Thry are accredited, and they ' 
receive the same facilitation from tho Mis- 
sion Press Center. Mr. Chairman, as any ac- 
credited Journalist would receive. 

The Chairman. I realize that, but in ad- 
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them and paid for their passage. Do you also In arranging Interviews than the average whether when they return to their respective 
take care of them and Give them anv eneeiai innrnniint W hn ia v<Afno m y . uri respective 


take care of them and give them any special 
treatment or are they just allowed like any 
other Journalist? 

Mr. Nickel. We give them special treat- 
ment when they ask for .it, special treat- 
ment of the same kind that we would give 
any Journalist in Vietnam who so requested 
it. 

To really get to the thrust of your question, 
Mr. Chairman, It Is up to them. They come 
out; they are accredited; they are there like 
other Journalists and their programs are 
theirs to arrange. 

The Chairman. If they are not familiar 
with the place, I would assume in the nor- 
mal course of events you would take them 
around and show them the places of Interest. 
I would have thought the answer was yes. 
It would seem to me a rather dubious invest- 
ment to bring a journalist from Europe or 
Africa and then let him go on his own, 

Mr. Nickel. The answer Is yes. I Just want- 
ed to make it clear that What Is ottered them 
ia what is available for all the Journalists 
in Vietnam. 

Justification for USIA third country four - 
nalist program questioned 

The Chairman. I have some difficulty, I 
may say, in reconciling this activity with the 
mission of your agency that you describe. 
I cannot quite fit this in as to how we are 
justified as a government and as a people to 
support this activity. I wish you would en- 
lighten me a little as to the reasoning Justi- 
fying this activity of bringing foreign Jour- 
nalists to Vietnam to view the % 

Mr. Nickel. I think this is another matter, 
Mr. Chairman, which I will have to refer to 
my superiors and I am sure they will furnish 
a justification for it. I say that because it is 
a xerogram that is not within my purview in 
terms of responsibility. 

(The information referred to follows.) 


Journalist who la accredited in Vietnam. . 

Witness’ instructions concerning policy 
questions 

The Chairman. In this matter, do your 
instructions with regard to the polls also in- 
clude policy questions? Were you Instructed 
not to discuss policy questions with the com- 
mittee? 

Polling by Oliver Quayle 

The Chairman. Have you ever heard of Mri 
Oliver Quayle? Does that name means any- 
thing to you? 

Mr. Nickel. The name does not sound com- 
pletely strango, but frankly I cannot associate 
it with anything. 

The Chairman. You associate Mr. Quayle 
with something else; do you? That word used 
to bo common, but I have not heard it in that 
“connection for a long-time. They have de- 
veloped new words. He is a well-known figure 
in U.S. circles and has often dono work test- 
ing public opinion. In fact there 13 an article 
in this morning’s paper. One of the well- 
known columnists apparently has been down 
In Alabama with him this week. I happened . 
to see it this morning. 

I wondered if you knew whether he had 
ever visited Vietnam while you were there. 
Apparently not. You are not acquainted with 
his work? 

Mr. Nickel. No, sir. 

The Chairman. He has done considerable 
work in this country on the testing of atti- 
tudes and opinions, and I think one of the 


columnists sometime back mentioned that slbility. 


countries they report and write their articles 
ina very sympathetic way to our purposes in 
Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not know enough about 
it, sir, to be able to characterize It. 

The Chairman. If they do not. It docs not 
seem justified to carry on the program. Ig 
there no followup to find out how they react? 

Mr. Nickel, There is. 

The Chairman. There is a followup? 

Mr. Nickel. There is, sir, hut the follow- 
up does not fall into my area of responsibility. 

The Chairman. I see. Ion do not know, but 
clearly they could want to check to see If 
these people reacted in the proper way and 
if they appreciate the courtesies you have 
extended them. Would they not? 

Mr. Nickel. I am sure that our people are 
well aware of what was written by news- 
papermen who have participated In this pro- 
gram. 

Program of bringing govc< nment officials to 
Vietnam 

The Chairman. Were you there when Mr. 
Moshe Dayan came to Vietnam? 

Mr. Nickel. No, air. 

The Chairman. Wrb that before your tour 
of duty? 

Mr. Nickel. That was before my time. 

The Chairman. Do you know anything 
about the program of bringing government 
officials there? You do not know about that? 

Mr, Nickel. No, sir. 

The Ciiatrman. It Is not your respon- 


he thought Mr. Quayle 'had made a poll in 
Vietnam. Whether he made It at the USIA’s 
request is another matter. We will try to 
find that out from your superiors. 

(The information referred to follows.) 

Polling by Oliver Quayle 
M U.S. Information Agency records indicate 


Mr. Nickel. It Is not mine, and I am not 
aware of any. 

• The Chairman. You do not know about It. 
Western influence on South Vietnamese 
culture 

There was a recent publication in the Viet- 
nam Embassy here in Washington which con- 


Third country journalist program 

“This activity, known within USIA as the 
third country Journalist program, was begun 
in 1905 and is currently active. The records 
of the Committee will reflect that, in hear- 
ings on news policies in Vietnam on August 
17, 1900, the Agcnc'y provided a legal memo- 
randum justifying this program. That record 
also indicates that the Committee obtained 
an opinion from the Comptroller General of 
the United States on the program that found 
the expenditure of funds for this program to 
be proper.” 

The Chairman. I see. In other words, this 
is carried on, but you have no responsibility 
for doing it. The decisions are all made here. 

You would have to ask Mr. Shakespeare 
about that; is that what you said? 

Mr. Nickel. I am not sure that it would be 
Mr. Shakespeare, but certainly one of my 
principals in Washington. 

The Chairman. I just use him. lie la the 
nominal head of the Agency. It Is quite right 
he might not know about it, but someone at 
that level would know. But you would not bo 
willing to share with me your views about the 
Justification for such a program. 

Third country journalists' briefing and 
i7itcrvicws 

When these people arrive there, are they 
normally given briefings by the American 
officials? - 

Mr. Nickel. If they so request. 

The Chairman. Is it normal that they do 
request such a briefing? 

Mr, Nickel. I would say not necessarily. Mr. 
Chairman. 


The Chairman, No? 


i tic uirAni 

J) Mr. Nick* 
^ Journalists i 


Ifc iy very hard to categorize 
in that regard. 


The Chairm an. Do they normally expect to 
see iniliLury officials or the people in the Em- 
bassy? Wimt would you say was the norm? 

Mr. Nickel. Many of them, Mr. Chairman, 
would like to interview senior officials in 
Viotnum. 1 would* way, by and largo, they are 


that USIA has never commissioned Mr. Oliver 
- Quayle to conduct a public opinion poll in 
Vietnam.” 

Orientation of USIA offices from countries 
other than Vietnam r 

Are USIA officers assigned In countries 
other than Vietnam ever sent to Vietnam for 
brief visits at Government expense? 

Mr. Nickel. USIA officers? 

, The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Nickel. Yes; we bring some USIA of- 
ficers to Vietnam for orientation. 

The Chairman. Could you indicate about 
how many during the course of a year are 
brought to Vietnam for the purpose? 

Mr. Nickel. I do not have specific figures 
but, during the period I have been there, we 
have brought groups of five officers, I would 
say, to Vietziam two or three times a year for 
orientation. 

The Chairman, That means 16 or 20 officers 
altogether? 

Mr. Nickel. That is right. 

The Chairman. What countries did they 
come from while you were there? 

Mr. Nickel. They came from a variety of 
countries. , 

The Chairman. Europe? 

Mr. Nickel. Europe, South America, and 
East Asia. 

The Chairman. The purpose of this orienta- 
tion is for them to go back and do what? 

Mr. Nickel. Its purpose is to give them a 
firsthand appreciation of the situation in 
Vietnam. 

The Chairman. Is it in order to aid them 
in spreading the word when they get back to 
their posts? 

Mr. Nickel. In order to onable them to bet- 
ter speak to the situation. 

Effect Of USIA third country journalist 
program 

The Chairman. With regard to the news- 
papermen, what has been the effect and the 
result of this program? Even though you did 


tains an article on what is happening to Viet- 
namese culture. This Is fn»m a statement of 
the Minister of Culture on which I would 
like to have you comment. It says and I 
quote: 

“Few of these young <*ity people know 
much about their own culture except for the 
well-known festival such ns Tet or the Mid- 
Autumn Festival,” says the scholar versed 
in eastern and western cultures. “It is not 
that they don’t care. But access to western 
ways is easier than access to traditional Viet- 
namese culture. * * *” 

Radio and television are the media mainly 
responsible for the changes. As a Saigon 
University coed says, “Probably 80 percent 
or even more of the young people in Saigon 
prefer western music and art. We like the 
music especially. Few of us understand our 
own culture, mainly because we have never 
had the opportunity to study its features, 
But the western forms can be seen and heard 
daily on the American forces radio and tele- 
vision stations. And now oven Vietnamese 
radio and television have programs devoted 
to western music.” 

Would you say that is an accurate descrip- 
tlon*of what has taken place in Saigon? 

Mr. Nickel. Certainly access to Western 
culture is there. The communications ex- 
plosion, I would say, Mr. Chairman, has had 
its effect in Vietnam us elsewhere. The youth 
of Vietnam like the youth «»f other countries 
have been attracted by Western forms. On 
the other hand, in the countryside of Viet- 
nam, the Vietnamese culturul impact is very 
pronounced and very visible. I would say 
from my own view that the natural problem, 
tho problem of cultural identity in Vietnam, 
is probably not much different from the prob- 
lem of cultural identity thui you find in moat 
developing nations today. 

Tho Chairman. Do you mean most devel- 
oping nations or only those a\ which we have 
a largo presence? 

Mr. Nickel, Perhaps I will amend that to 
say many developing nutions. It is largely a 
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: "hc Chairman, la there any Indigenous 
,-.-11 pct.lt ion In Saigon to the television and 
i dlo systems which wo have established? 
f \i r Nickel. Well, Mr. Chairman, on Vlct- 
. Vincse television, I hellove that probably 
m0 st popular program ottered thirl ng a 
Vrk’s schedule Is a iilf'li t devoted to Vlet- 

* ic sc opera, which Is distinctly Vietnamese 
■m form and a very inherent part of their 
‘ , * cultural pattern. You find youngsters 
\ well as elderly Vietnamese clustered 
> roll iul the sets watching it. 

impact of U.S. presence on Vietnamese 

• culture. 

The Chairman. Do you think that the lm- 
^,ict of the U.S. presence in Vietnam on the 
Vietnamese culture hns been a favorable one? 

Mr Nickel. I would answer that, Mr. 
Chairman, liy saying that whenever you in- 
■rodneo a half million foreigners Into a 
ruin try of a population of 17 million, there 
irf pofng to be dislocations and some of the. 
dMncatlons arc going to be cultural. 

The Chairman. Arc you saying that the 
prince of a half million soldiers is a gre/itcr 
influence than tho presence of the UStA with 
Rrea t publications, its newspapers, maga- 
f ^ pnmphlcts, and posters? Which do you 
ihink is the greater lnfluonce on the Viet- 
namese culture? 

Mr. Nickel. What I am saying, Mr. Chnir- 
-n.in, Is that the presence of a half million 
foreigners in a nation of 17 ihilllon people 
is bound to have some impact, some cultural 
impact. 

The Chairman. Supposing you did not have . 
USIA, do you think there would be a 
Croat Impact If the foreigners were engaged 
mlmnrily In fighting out in the rice paddies? 
Ail I mean is that it seems to me you prob- 
ably are responsible fdr a greater part of the 
impact than the soldiers. 

Mr. Nickel*. I would not discount the ef- 
fect of the presence of a half million people. 

The Chairman. I am ont discounting it. 

Ido not suppose there are any easy criteria 
by which we can measure that. 

Mr. Nickel, it is getting late. I must say, 
outside of those areas in which you have 
boon Instructed not to answer my questions, 
you have been very forthcoming and I think 
it has been ft very interesting hearing. It 
rroms to mo that you have demonstrated 
beyond a doubt that the presence of tho 
Americans is overwhelming. It has almost 
submerged tho indigenous traditions and 
culture, at least in Saigon, although not In 
wmt of the remote areas where I suppose it 
is different. But I hardly know how they 
could resist it and maybe that is a good 
thing. I do not know. I guess that Is for his- 
tory to determine. 

I appreciate very much you and your col- 
leagues coming here to the committee. 
Vursffcms on U.S. Information Agency Polls 

We will take up with your superiors the 
question of whether or not we are entitled to 
the Information about polls. I must say It 
Is hard for me to find a Justification for 
secrets In an agency for information created 
and paid for by the American people. I 
thought it was to instruct everyone. When, 
we ask you what you are doing, it seems to 
/no It is a little incongruous for you to say, 
We can’t tell you about that." We expect 
that from something liko the C^A, but I was 
\ little surprised to have it coming from an 
information agency. I had not thought of it 
m that connection, but I realize you are not 
i ho policymaker nor the highest responsible 
official and I do not criticize you for It. If 
you have been told to do that, I do not want 
>ou to cut your own throat out in the open 
here before tho committee. We will talk to 
Mr. Shakespeare about It or someone else 
in his agency. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Niokel. 

Mr. Nickel. Thank you very much* v ' 


20fM/4W.:^ 

adjourned, piVhlrcy l° the call Chair.) 

(The following arc answers by the U.S. In- 
formation Agency to additional committee 
questions:) 

USIA RwriKn to Senate FonrroN Relations 
Committee State Question h 
f. What is the current USIA policy with 
regard to having in Us libraries Vfr:f Nam 
books that arc critical of U.S. policy in Virl- 
jVaia? f WoiiZtf. you name some of the books 
currently stocked that arc critical of U.S. 

Policy ?• ,, ... 

Tho U.S. Information Agency’s policy with 
regard to critical books in Vietnamese libra- 
ries is one of presenting the issues, both pro 
and con, to interested renders. 

Some typical titles on this subject In- 
clude the following: J. W. Fulbrlght, The 
Arrogance of Power (English and French 
editions) ; and Robert Shaplen, The Lost Re- 
volution. In addition the libraries have bal- 
anced collections of periodicals, many of 
which regularly have contents critical ° r 
U S policy. Including New Republic, Nation, 
Harpers. Look, Life, Foreign AfTairs, News- 
week, Time, Saturday Review, Aslan Survey, 
New York Times Magazine,- and the New 
Yorker. 

2. Have any films produced by the Viet- 
namese Government been brought to the 
United States for showing? If so, provide the 

details. , 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has sent 
the following GVN-produccd 16 mm films 
to the GVN'a Embassy In Washington and to 
the OVN's permanent observer to the United 
Nations since January 1969: 


ar er/o ? How tnany will 
'tficrc "bc'ayea r from n<*n ? 


1069 


Estimate, 
1070 1971 


(1) Personnel USIA dement. 

American civilians . . 

Local anrl 3U country 
nationals . . _ . 

Tolal - 

(2) Personnel -JUSPAO: 

American civilians ... 

Local and 3d country 

nalionals 7, 

American military porso'iml 

Tolal 

(3) Personnel - Military psychologi- 

cal operations _ .. .. 


1 130 »99 

<397 *347 

527 ~ 416 

• 132 / • 101 


397 

118 


647 

9% 


347 

107 


<88 
• 347 
435 

• 90 

347 

107 


555 

811 


544 

<9 


i Includes 30 AlO-lumled, fi OOP-funded, and 2 VOA-altached 

3 Includes 24 AID-funded, 2 OOO-fundod, and l VOA-allached 
officers. . . 

• Includes 14 AID-funded and 7 DOD-funded officers. 

• Includes 133 AID-funded personnel. 

• Includes 117 AID-funded p^rsnoncl. 

• includes USIA element ami 2 MACV civilians. % 

i USIA element. 

• 1971 personnel level is s-ill in the planning stage whero 
some reduction is being consign'd. 

0, (b) What percentage of all USIA per- 
sonnel overseas arc in Vict-Nam? 

5.04 percent of all V 33 A American and local 
oyerscas personnel are in Vict-Nam, 

0. (c) How many JUSPAO employees are 
in Saigon and how many are in the field ? 

Of the total of 55 > 'personnel, 389 are In 
Saigon aqd 160 in the field: * 


Title 


GVN Observer 
Language Embassy to U.N, 


Saigon 


Field 


"Carnage at Hue”' English JP rl "|-— • \ 

"Viet-Nam News Mage- .—do 2 prints..— Z prints. 

"Love and Haired" do 3 prints None. 

"Vict-Nam Fights and Vietnamese. 1 print None. 

"BaeMo the Father- ...do None * 1 print. 

land." 


American civilians 78 

American military personnel. 34 

Local and 3d country national: 277 

Total ~ 389 


23 

73 

70 


16G 


i In addition, approximately 28 prints ol Mn e 5 o s n a . c [ 0 v a t t h t , Hv'M 
which is the same as “Carnage at Hue, were sent by the GVN 
to various U.S. civilian groups at the latter s roquost. 

3. (a) Have there been any studies made of 
the relative effectiveness of GVN and Viet 
Cong political propaganda ? (b) If so, what do 
they show as to the effectiveness of the 
various methods of propaganda used by each? 

There is no record of any comparative 
studies. Typical Viet Cong propaganda stud- 
ies report themes but no comparative eval- 
uation. 

4. How many TV sets arc there in Viet- 
nam — in Vietnamese hands? IIow many are 
owned by the Vietnamese Government? IIow 
many were paid for by the United States? 

The GVN estimates tlyit there arc 300,000 
’ television sets in use by the Vietnamese. The 
GVN owns 4,832 setB, of which 4,502 were 
USG-funded— 1,082 for the Republic of Viet- 
Nam’s Armed Forces (RVNAF) , and 3,500 for 
the Ministry of Information's community 
viewing program. 

6. How many TV crews does the USIA oper- 
ate in Vict-Nam? What use is made of their 
production? 

USIA does not have any TV crews in Vict- 
Nam. JUSPAO, however, docs have six mo- 
tion picture cameramen on its payroll, and 
they are available to produce materials for a 
TV clip service. Since January 1, 1909, JUS- 
PAO has produced 108 TV clips for distri- 
bution to USIS posts in 36 countries. When 
clips are considered to have application to 
Vietnamese audiences, they are offered to 
Vietnamese TV. 

6. (a) How does the number of personnel 
now attached to the ( 1 ) USIA t (2) JUSPAO , 
and (J) in military psychological operation « 


7, Is the ■ USIA consulted regularly con- 

cerning future military operations , with a 
view to obtaining ft 1 assessment of the 
feet of such opciitwns on Victnp&Z&c 
attitudes? / 

In Saigon, the Director of JUSPAo^i h 
member of the Mission Council hns the op- 
portunity to advise the Ambassador and 
fellow Mission Council members of possible 
effects on Vietnamese attitudes of planned 
' general and specific military actions. 

8. The information booklet entitled 
"JUSPAO Vict-Nam" states that "It ( JUS- 
PAO ) also produces fur field use leaflets, pam- 
phlets, newspaper articles and photographs, 
posters, magazines, loudspeaker tapes, mo- 
tion pictures, and radio and television pro- 
grams. These items are variously distributed 
by hand, disseminated from airplanes or 
broadcast by the GVN. the U.S . , and other 
free world nations." 

8. (a) What was the total number of pieces 
printefi or produced last year for each of 
thesd categoies? What is planned for this 
year? Next year? 


Estimate— 


Category 


1969 


1970 * 


1971 


Lea Mots 36, 006,000 

Pamphlets 1 3, SQL, 000 

Newspaper articles C, 000 

Photographs 6£. 000 

Pisters 1 7, S0t, 000 

Migazines • 9, 900. 000 

Loudspeaker tapes U, 819 

Motion picture prints.... 1,514 

Radio programs 1,271 

'Television programs 1 — - 27 


10.000,000 5,000,000 

3.000. 000 1,500.000 

3. 000 3, 000 

36, 000 36. 000 

8.000. 000 6,000,000 

9,600.000 7,800,000 

7,310 None 
655 600 

1, 048 450 

71 Nono 


• The estimates provided in the Mar, 19, 1970, testimony 
were based on volume of U.S, support for the GVN printed 
media program, 

• JUSPAO provided scripts < nd culture-drama team support to 

GVN television, 1 <r 
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8. (t?) Do these totals include the propa- 
ganda materials put out by the U.S. military 
forces? If not, how much did the military 
produce last year? Where are these Materials 
printed? 

Military production, lor which JUSPAO is 
not responsible, last year included: 


Category Quantity Where produced 


Leaflets 7.8 bittion ^ 7th PsyOP Group, Okinawa. 

Do 2.4 billion 4th PsyOp Group, Vietnam. 

Pamphlets 0.5 million.,.. 7th PsyOp Group, Okinawa. 

Newspaper Not 

articles. applicable. 

Photographs do 

Posters 15.8 million— . 4th PsyOp Group, Vietnam. 

Magazines 1.9 million 7th PsyOp Group, Okinawa. 

Loudspeaker 1,327 4th PsyOp Group, Vietnam. 

tapes. 

Motion picture Not 

prints. applicable. 

Radio programs.. 208 7th PsyOp Group, Okinawa. 

Television pro- Not 

grams. applicable. 


1 The estimate provided in the Mar. 19, 1970, testimony was 
based on GVN, not United States military publication programs^ 

8. (c) Does JUSPAO'print materials of the 
Vietnamese government? How much of the 
GVN printed propaganda is printed in its 
own plants? 

It is estimated that during PY 1970, ap- 
proximately 70 percent ol JUSPAO’s printing 
output provides information support to GVN 
programs. Of the GVN's total support re- 
quirements, JUSPAO estimates that the GVN 
produces about 46 percent of the materials. 

8. (d) Does JUSPAO produce materials for 
use by the Korean and Thai forces in Viet- 
Nam? Has it ever produced any materials 
relating to allegations of Korean atrocities 
against civilians? 

JUSPAO does not regularly produce ma- 
terials for use by Korean and Thai forces. 
However, records list the following printed 
products: 


11. (b) How irtfcch, did the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment spend on these programs last year? 
How much is planned for this year? 


iln millions] 


Category 

1969 

Estimate, 

19/0 

Ministry of Information.. 

59. 6 

519.7 

RVNAF Psy War actmiiK 

M.9 

4.S 

Total.. 

14.5 

24.6 


1 No detailed breakout of GVN funds expended for 1969 » 
available. However, officials estimate that the amount is approxi- 
mately the same as programed lor the current year. 

12. (a) How many U.S. personnel work 
directly in or with GVN agencies concerned 
with propaganda or information matters ? 


U.S. civilians U.S. miiitaiy 


Category 


Date Quantity How used 


JUSPAO 

USMACV 


167 m 

16? 


Two posters in Vietnamese 1968 

Paper Hags, ROK, GVN, and United States... 1968 

Booklet, in Korean. ■ 1969 

Poster, in Vietnamese... 1968 


30,' 000 ‘ By Koreans troops. 

12. 000 Do. 

15. 000 By Korean troops involved In the Chieu Hoi program. 

50.000 By Vietnamese Information Service to reveal Thai assistance to 

Vietnam. 


JUSPAO has not produced any materials 
relating to allegations of Korean atrocities. 

8. (e) How many publications , in English, 
concerning Viet -Nam have been produced by 
USIA and are currently in stock? Please pro- 
vide copies of these publications , informa- 
tion on the distribution and the cost of each. 

USIA has one such publication In stock, 
“Vietnamlzfng the Search for Peace," printed 
in 20,000 copies of which 19,270 were distrib- 
uted to 13 USIS posts In East and South 
Asia, and the remaining 280 copies held In 
stock. In addition, JUSPAO has one English- 
language publication in stock, “Vlet-Nam 
1970" printed for the GVN In 20,000 copies 
by the Regional Production Center, Manila, 
distribution was made to the GVN Ministry 
or i^eign Affairs and 29 GVN diplomatic 
mosts (^shiding Washington), 11,800; GVN 
i^ffstry oATnformation, 6,500; 29 USIS posts 
whei^^cs^; are GVN diplomatic posts, 475 
for information; RSC reserve stock, 1,000; 
JUSPAO reserve stock, 225. 

Cost of "Vietnamlzing the Search for 
Peace" is .7 cents per copy, and "Viet-Nam 
1<J7Q” is 20 cents per copy. 

8. (/) IIow many of these publications do 
not bear the USIA imprint? Why? 

"Vlct-Nam 1970" does not bear the USIA 
imprint but rather that of the GVN Ministry 
of Information. The publication was origi- 
nally published in Vietnamese (100,000 
copies) at the GVN’s request for GVN use; 
the subsequent English language verlslon was 
likewise printed for GVN use. 

9. (a) What facilities does the Armed 
Forces Radio and Television Network main- 
tain in Viet-Nam? 


|ln kilowatts) 


Location 

Radio/ 
AM power 

Radio/ 
FM power 

Television/ 
ER power 

Quang Trl 

1 . 


40 

Dana ng 

10 

• 25 

40 

Chu Lai 

1 . 


40 

Plciku,.. 

10 

25 

40 

Qui Nhon- 

10 

25 

40 

Tuy Hoa..t 



40 

Nlia Trang 

10 

25 

40 

Saigon 

50 

100 

240 

Can Tfio 



* 1 


1 UHF translator. 

K 

i 9. (b) IIow many hours is the Armed Forces 

TV station in operation daily compared with 
the operating hours for the GVN station? 


Armed Forces TV stations average 12 hours 
of daily operations. Three of the GVN TV sta- 
tions average four hours dally; the fourth 
station (Saigon) averages five hours. 

9. (c) How many Vietnamese watch the 
Armed Forces TV network compared with the 
number who watch the GVN station? 

A comparison has not been established. 

10. (a) How much has been spent, or is 
planned to be spent, by the USIA and other 
U.S. agencies, to help build the physical 
plants for the GVN radio and television, film, 
printing and other information programs? 

Since 1985 and projected to the completion 
of the current GVN projects, U.S. agencies 
have spent or plan to spend the following 
amounts: 4-station radio network, $6.8-bnil- 
lion; television network, $8.2 million; motion 
picture center, $2.5 million; information 
printing house, $234,000; other physical 
plants, none. 

10. (b) How much has the GVN put up for 
each of these categories? 

Actual amounts earmarked for physical 
plants for GVN media facilities are not iden- 
tlilcd per se in the GVN budget, However, 
for the period since 1965, the following 
monies, including those for any physical 
plants, have been spent or earmarked for: 
radio, $8.3 million; television, $4.2 million; 
motion picture center, $2.7 million; informa- 
tion printing house, $1.8 million; and Min- 
istry of Information General Directories and 
the Vietnamese Information Service, $47.0 
million. 

11. (a) What was the total amount spent 
last year by the Uiiitcd States on all phases 
of the information and psychological war- 
fare program in Vietnam, including the costs 
for all aspects of military psychological op- 
erations? How much will be spent this year ? 
Next year ? 

fin millions ol 


Esthnatq — 


Category 1969 1970 1971 


joint U.S. Public Attairs Office con- 
trolled programs ... 13.3 12.1 9.7 

U.S. military programs 14.6 10.7 (') 

Total 27.9 22.8 


1 1971 funding level is still in the planning stage where some 
reduction is being considered. 


Total 67 274 


* This total includes 15 NSC/t contractual personnel. 

12. (b) How many Americans work in the 
GVN radio network? 

Three JUSPAO advisors. In addition, there 
la one technical advisor assigned to the 
RVNAF radio branch. 

How many Americans work in the GVN 
television activities? 

Sixteen contractual advisors (National 
Broadcasting Company, Inc.) and three other 
JUSPAO advisors in addition, there is one 
technical advisor assigned to the RVNAF tel- 
evision branch. 

How many Americans in GVN films? 

Two JUSPAO advisors. 

13. What is the purpose and scope of oper- 
ation of "psychological operations officers’' 
attached to U.S. advisory teams in the pro- 
vinces? How many are there? 

They advise Vietnamese Information Serv- 
ice (VIS) and Vietnamese Army political 
warfare (Pol War) units in the provinces on 
effective coordinated information/psycholog- 
ical operations in support of national and 
local Paciftlcation and Development goals. 
There are 34 civilians and military "psycho- 
logical and military "psychological opera- 
tions officers" attached to U.S. advisory 
teams In the provinces to concentrate on 
the functions of the GVN civilian informa- 
tion services; an fidriitional 43 military offi- 
cers serve as advi ois to the GVN military 
political warfare cadre. 

14. What control, if any, does the USIA 
have over the activities of the five Army tele- 
vision camera crews operating in Viet N;un 
that produce materials aimed at U.S. tele- 
vision audiences? 

None. 

15. Have the Vie; -Nam Information Serv- 
ices ami oilier Vi A- Nam agencies clealiuS 
with propaganda mailers been receptive to 
USIA advice? 

They have been generally receptive to ad- 
vice in program, training, and engineering 
matters. Advice In administrative matters 
has been less effect iv<-. 

18. (a) How many members of Viet-Nam’s 
National Assembly have come to the United 
States in the hist two venrs? How many have 
had all or part of their expenses paid for by 
the United States? 

During the past 2 years, 3 Vietnamese sen- 
ators and 42 deputies visited tho United 
States. Ten senators and 10 deputies traveled 
in whole or in p.i t at U.S. Government 
expense. Of these 20 , six senators nnd five 
deputies were provided domestic travel ex- 
penses and per diem from the Department 
Stato in responso to invitations issued by 
members of the U.8. Congress. 


\ 
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1G. (b) Docs ihc.USIA sponsor any Viet- 
namese to conw to tho United States on 
..speaking tours? If so, give details. 

None. 

17 . (a) How many Vietnamese have been 
brought to the United States for study or 
training (non-military) in tho last five years 
under government auspices? 


program 

1965 

19G6 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Total 

f ulbriy.lit-Hnys 


6 



*1 

16 

scholarships 

9 

0 

0 

Clcvtilaml inter- 



s 



n 

national program... 
East-Wnst center 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

21 

scholarships 

2 

5 

7 

5 

2 

American field servico 

scholarships 

USAID grants ^ 

15 

107 

14 

92 

4R 

412 

p-> 

23 

186 

133 

1,230 

Total 

135 

i 19 

~ 470 

473 

~2lT 

Till 


i pirll.il grant. 

17. (b) //ow many arc here now? 

program : 

Fulbright-Hnys scholarship — 1 

East-West Center scholarships--- 13 

• American field service scholar- 
ships 30 

Television engineers to RCA In- 
stitute 5 

USAID grants 620 

Total — — — 676 

17 . (c) 7/oio many arc programed to come 
this year? Next Year ? 


Program 


1970 


1971 


Cleveland international program 2 2 

EaM-West Center scholarships 5 5 

American Field Servico scholarships 20 20 

USAID grants (new) 1 331 All 

USAID grants (renewals). 384 448 

Total 742 885 


(Although new participants have been selector! ind funds 
obligated, they arc authorized to depart Viotnam up lo 9 months 
liter the obligation date. 

By Mr. JACKSON (for himself 
and Mr. Allott) (by request) : 

S. 1398. A bill to amend the Water Re- 
sources Planning Act to authorize in- 
creased appropriations. Referred to the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Af- 
' fairs. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. President, on be- 
half of the senior Senator from the State 
of Colorado (Mr. Allott) and myself, I . 
send to the desk for appropriate refer- 
ence a bill to amend the Water Resources 
Planning Act to authorize increased ap- 
propriations. 

This legislation was submitted and 
recommended by the Water Resources 
Council, and I ask unanimous consent 
that the executive communication ac- 
companying the draft proposal be printed 
in the Record at this point in my re- 
marks. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

Water Resources Council, 
Washington , D.<7„ March 11, 1971 . 
Hon. Spiro T. Agnew, 

President of Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, President: Enclosed is a proposed 
draft bill "to amend tho Water Resources 
Planning Act to authorize increased appro- 
£? At PWWnt, tho Act (7# Stftt. 244, 

« USO ma et *eq.) contains a oomblned 


celling of $000,000 for Uic Council's admin- 
istration of the Act, consisting of a celling 
of $600,000 for Title I and $-100,000 for tho 
administration of Title III. The bill proposes 
to eliminate these ceilings so as to accommo- 
date the Administration's proposed? FY 1972 
budget for tho Council and to permit any 
necessary future Increase In funds that could 
bo made, available. 

Tho separate authorization ceilings for tho 
administration of Titles I and III have 
proved. to bo somewhat artificial and Imprac- 
tical In actual operation, and we believe that 
tho authorization for the Connell’s admin- 
istration of the Act *should be combined as 
proposed in the bill. This change will result 
In more efficient ad ministration and more 
accurately rdlect the Council's organiza- 
tional structure. 

Authorization Ceilings for river basin com- 
missions established under Title II of tlio 
Act would not be changed by this bill. It 
would, however, clarify tho budgetary pro- 
cedure for such commissions by providing 
explicitly that the salaries and expenses of 
commission chairmen are subject to the Title 
II ceilings. 

Tho celling on grant funds to States, set 
at $5,000,000 In tho Act, would not be af- 
fected by this bill. 

The Oifico of Budget and Management ad- 
vises that this bill would bo in accordance 
with the program of tho President. 

1 Sincerely yours, 

Rogers C. B. Morton, 

Chairman. 


By Mr. JACKSON (for himself 
and Mr. Allott) (by request) : 

S. 1399. A bill to establish within the 
Department of the Interior the position 
of an additional Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior. Referred to the Committee 
on Interior and Insular Affairs. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. President, I intro- 
duce, for myself and the senior Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. Allott) , by request, 
a bill submitted and recommended by 
the Secretary of the Interior to establish 
within the Department of the Interior 
tho position of an additional Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior. ’ 

I ask unanimous consent that the text 
of the letter transmitting the proposed 
legislation be printed at this point in my 
remarks. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

U.S. Department of the Interior, 

Office of the Secretary, 

s Washington, D.C., March 23 , 1971 . 
Hon. Spiro T. Agnew, 

President of the Senate, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: There is enclosed a 
draft bill "To provide that the unincor- 
porated territories of Guam and tho Virgin 
Islands shall each be represented in Congress 
by a Delegate to tho Houbo of Representa- 
tives." 

We recommend that the enclosed draft 
bill bo referred to the appropriate committee 
for consideration and that it be enacted. 

Tills proposal Is identical to H R. 19413, a 
bill which was favorably reported out by 
the Committee on Interior and Insular Af- 
fairs of the House of Representatives during 
the 91st Congress. This is a proposal that 
is acknowledged to bo peculiarly within the 
province of the Congress • since It concerns 
the membership in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Wo have included both territories in the 
same bill since apart from their acquisition, 
Guam having boon acquired from Spain' In 
1898 and the Virgin Islands having been pur- 
chased from Denmark In 1917, their status 


ami development i ti illH mm another. Both 
CJusrn and the Virgin Island:; are organized, 
but unincorporated, territories of the United 
States; i.c., the Cmgror;:; hnr; provided , for 
cacli of thorn a formal structure of govern- 
ment through pars. 'i g- of an organic act. Tho 
residents of both territories are American 
citizens. 

The territories are governed by locally 
elected legislatures and recently Inaugurated 
their first elected Onvernorn on January 4, 
1971. In each area, t ie judiciary Is separate 
from the executive ami legislative branches 
of government. Federal District Courts have 
been established in Guam and the Virgin 
Islands, 

In the Virgin Islands, the elected legisla- 
ture has shown an im -renal ugly mature grasp 
of Its responsibilities, amt, politically,’ the 
people have developer.] a meaningful party 
system. Tho territorial government has 
greatly expanded Uir scope of its services, 
and the private economy hns likewise pros- 
pered, largely because of tho Increase of 
tourism and of manufacturing enterprises of 
various sizes. 

Similar political maturity has been evi- 
denced by tho lcp.ls.aturo and tho people 
of Guam, Guam is an area of full employ- 
ment and is nctivcly engaged in diversifying 
its economy In order to bo lens dependent 
upon the defense establishments^ located 
there. 

Normally, neither territory approaches tho 
Congress for direct appropriations to support 
its governmental activities. The present ex- 
ception Is Guam’s requests for loans and 
grants authorized 1 i connection with tho re- 
habilitation program authorized by Public 
Daw 00-170. as amended by Public Law DO- 
511. This Is not to say that cither territory 
is entirely fjrlf-suppor ing, but only that each 
of the two territories la able to finance its af- 
fairs through revenues generated locally, 
either directly or Indirectly, and retained and 
expended pursuant to Congressional au- 
thorization. 

Wo believe each of iho territories of Guam ‘ 
and tho Virgin Islands should have rep- 
resentation In tho House of Representatives 
in tho form of a non -voting delegate. Each. 
Congress considers end acts upon a variety of 
proposals which, if enacted, affect the ter- ' 
rltorics and their people In varying degrees, 
sometimes only remotely, but often in a 
direct and substantial way. Wo submit tho 
citizen residents of these territories arc as 
entitled ns tho citizens of the several States 
to express their views respecting the actions 
of tho Congress through a duly accredited 
and accepted member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, albeit one with limited powers. 

Tlio enclosed draft, bill, if enacted, would 
provldo for tho representation we suggest. It 
provides for tho popular election of a non- 
voting delegate to the House of Representa- 
tives from each of the named territories, • 
whoso term would be two years, and who 
would receive tho same compensation, al- 
lowances and benefits as a Member of Con- 
gress, and such privileges ns might bo af- 
forded him by tho Rules of tho House of 
Representatives. Tin draft bill sets forth cer- 
tain criteria and procedures for candidates 
and tho manner of election, but leaves tho 
majority of the derails of election in tho 
hands of tho local legislatures. 

Tlio Office of Management and Budget has 
advised us that thcie is no objection to tho 
presentation of this draft bill from tho 
standpoint of the Administration's program. ' 
Sincerely youra, 

Hollis M. Dole, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 

A bill to provide that tho unincorporated 
territories of Guam and the Virgin Islands 
shall each be represented In Congress by a 
Delegate to the House of Representatives 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representative* of the United State* of 
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